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SC to form an expert panel to 
look into the Pegasus charges

On September 23, 2021, Chief 
Justice of India (CJI), N. V. 
Ramana said that the Supreme 
Court plans to constitute a 
committee of technical experts 
to look into the allegations of 
unauthorized surveillance using 
the Pegasus software developed 
by the Israeli firm NSO Group. 
In the coming week, an order is 
expected to be out in this regard.
The observations made by CJI 
were significant because the 
Centre had previously proposed 
that it would establish its expert 
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Stop harassment of critics: HRW

A day after the Government 
financial officials conducted a 
raid in the premises of activists, 
journalists and an actor, the 
Human Rights Watch accused 
the Indian authorities of 
silencing peaceful dissenters 
under the garb of its counter-
terrorism operations, sedition 
laws and Foreign Contribution 
Regulation Act (FCRA). 
The HRW contended that the 
BJP led national government’s 
raids intended to harass and 
intimidate its outspoken critics 
reflecting a broader pattern of 
escalating curb of freedom of 
expression weakening India’s 
core democratic institution since 
the time they came to power in 
2014. 

The National Investigative 
Agency (NIA) and Enforcement 
Directorate raided the houses 
of four Kashmiri journalists 
and the premise of Harsh 
Mander, an activist in Delhi 
respectively alleging misuse of 
funds raised abroad to carry out 
separatist activities in Jammu 
and Kashmir, for making 
“provocative” statements on 
social media and such other 
charges. 
The raids have drawn 
condemnation in India and 
abroad including journalism 
organisations like Editor’s Guild 
and Press Club of India who 
have repeatedly fought against 
harassment of media saying that 
it is a blatant attack on press 
freedom.

Delhi - Mumbai Expressway Set to Open in March 2023

On September 17, 2021, Nitin 
Gadkari, the Union Minister 
for Road Transport, announced 
the construction of the world’s 
longest highway—the Delhi-
Mumbai Express Highway.
The 1380 km long expressway 
will cost ₹98,000 crores. It will 
go up to the Nehru Port Trust, 
though the government plans to 
extend it to Nariman Point.
The Delhi to Mumbai route 
takes roughly 48 hours to cover 
by truck and 24-26 hours by 

car, while the Mumbai to Delhi 
route takes 18-20 hours by 
truck and 12-13 hours by car. 
The expressway will help in the 

Zomato and Swiggy to Pay 
GST to Government Instead of 
Restaurants

panel to examine the allegations 
that the phones of multiple 
people had been hacked using 
spyware and had urged the court 
to allow it.
A three-judge bench headed by 
the CJI on September 13 had 
reserved its order on a batch of 
petitions seeking a probe in the 
matter. However, on September 
23, CJI said that the order was 
taking time as some of the 
experts who were supposed to 
be part of the committee had 
declined to take the role citing 
personal difficulties.

Online food delivery platforms 
such as Swiggy and Zomato 
are directed to pay five percent 
of the goods and services tax 
(GST). With this proposal, the 
restaurants do not have to pay 
the GST to the government, but 
the food delivery apps will now 
pay it. 
Masses online were initially 
unhappy with the decision but 

took a sigh of relief after Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitaraman 
clarified that the decision would 
impact the food delivery apps 
and not the customers.

speedy coverage of distance.
Urban centers of Delhi will be 
connected to the expressway 
through the Delhi-Faridabad 

Sohna section of the corridor 
along with the Jewar Airport 
and the Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
to Mumbai through a spur in 
Mumbai.
The highway will cross the tribal 
districts of Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
and Madhya Pradesh. The 
expressway will have wayside 
amenities at 93 places, which 
will generate employment 
opportunities and revenue 
worth ₹1000-1500 crores.
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Doctors yet to recieve salaries

Fresh MBBS candidates 
who started their one-year 
mandatory stint in government 
primary health centers in rural 
areas are yet to receive the 
salary. They have been working 
primarily in Covid-19 wards on 
account of the law that requires 
every new MBBS graduate to 
perform duties for a year in 
government hospitals and health 
centers.
The Residents Doctors’ 
Association of Mysore Medical 
College and Research Institute 
(MMCRI) will undergo a strike 
if the MBBS students don’t get 
their salaries. They were to 
be paid Rs 40,000 per month 
and an additional Rs.10,000 as 
Covid-19 incentives.
The students stated in a press 
release that their presence 
had been overlooked, despite 

working as Covid-19 frontline 
warriors for more than two 
and a half months. They added 
that they had to rely on their 
guardians’ money for basic 
amenities as the institution 
hasn’t provided any. They even 
alleged that they were blatantly 
denied their rights under the 
pretext that no junior resident 
posts were available. However, 
under the Compulsory Service 
Act, a government order 
mentioned 126 junior resident 
posts. 
According to Dr. CP Nanajaraja 
(Director, MMCRI), 126 junior 
residents were sent to them and 
told that the students would be 
training to assist the government 
in fighting against a possible 
third wave of Covid. But as they 
are working, they would have to 
pay a salary.
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Covid warriors have not only 
empowered themselves as 
health care professionals but 
worked beyond the regular 
pinnacle of challenges. With 
travel restrictions getting eased 
in the country due to the dip in 
Covid cases, young volunteers 
and frontline warriors are all set 
to march their way to pursue 
their dreams. One among them 
is 34-year-old Naveen Mallesh 
(Founder, Trek Nomads).
Chosen from the Karnataka 
Start-up cell to contribute 
wellness and safety to the nation 
during the pandemic, he worked 
as a Covid warrior. He was in 
charge of volunteers for South 
Zone Covid War Room.
On September 17, 2021, Naveen 
climbed the most prominent 
peak in Russia and Europe, 
Mt.Elbrus (5,642 m). 
Naveen proudly devoted his 
achievement to the Covid 
warriors, risking more than a 
step for the nation. 
“It is my dream to scale all the 
mountains in seven continents. 
I climbed Mt.Kilimanjaro in 

October 2019 and wanted 
to climb Elbrus in 2020, but 
could not do so owing to 
the pandemic. But now, as 
the restrictions have eased, I 
decided to start again,” he said. 
Expressing his victorious 
journey, Mallesh said, “the 
protocols followed in Russia 
were a shocker to me. I was 
cordoned off for about three 
hours before getting the 
clearance”.
They conducted two treks to 
acclimatize before beginning the 
journey at 1 AM on September 
20, 2021. Naveen underwent 
a two-month training session 
in Kashmir before heading to 
Russia. He was the only one 
from Karnataka, and 3 Russians 
accompanied him for the end-
of-season expedition. It took 
him 9 hours to reach the peak 
and achieve his dream.

Mountaineer turned Covid warrior 
resumes his journey

School children launched Chipko 
like stir to save trees

Karnataka’s vaccination number 
jumps sky high

With the state’s mega vaccina-
tion drive on PM Modi’s birth-
day, the vaccination stats against 
Covid-19 are growing steadily. 
On September 17, the state ad-
ministered a total of 26.25 lakh 
doses in 24 hours.
The state government dispatched 
34 lakh doses to all vaccination 
centers across the state. Karna-
taka topped the drive by admin-
istering 2.69 million doses by 9 
pm. 

The data released by the state 
health department showed that 
the state achieved 85% of the 
set goal of vaccination drive. 
Karnataka has also surpassed 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar with 
single-day highest vaccination 
administered. According to the 
CoWIN portal, the number of 
people vaccinated since January 
19 is 5,18,76,105.
Right now, Karnataka stands 
sixth in the country in overall 
vaccination administered. 

About 50 high school students 
with the alumni of a school in 
Dasarahalli, North Bengaluru, 
held the Chipko movement on 
Thursday morning by hugging 
trees as they were proposed to 
be cut down. 
The students protested against 
the proposal laid out by Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) to cut 40 trees on cam-
pus to widen a road in Abbigere.
The students were worried about 
trees being cut down, conse-
quently affecting the greenery 
of the campus. They were senti-
mental about it as the trees were 

planted, watered, and protected 
for the past 20 years.
The Students devoted their phys-
ical education hours and took 
turns protesting for the cause. 
One of the students in school, 
Preeti, recorded a video message 
for the CM, Basavaraj Bommai, 
asking him to help them save 
trees. 
Few students also said that they 
wanted to convey the impor-
tance of trees and their benefits. 
They expect the local adminis-
tration to understand the same. 
BBMP responded saying, that 
they were unaware of the pro-
test and would check with other 
officials.
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Another volcanic eruption was 
observed in the Spanish Canary 
Islands, forcing the authorities 
to evacuate another town along 

The Secretary-General of the 
UN, António Guterres, stated 
that both developed and 
developing nations must do 
their bit to accomplish the goal 
of Net Zero Emissions by 2050 
during a roundtable conference 
held on September 20, 2021. He 
hopes that the United States, 
China, India, and Europe will 
understand that they need to put 
maximum effort without waiting 
for other countries to step up.
According to science, anything 
above 1.5 degrees of heating 
could be disastrous. To restrict 
the rise of temperature to 1.5 

degrees, a 45 percent cut in 
emissions would be needed by 
2030. Through this, neutrality 
in carbon emissions can be 
achieved by mid-century.
Guterres added that along with 
the developed countries taking 
charge, the developing countries 
and emerging economies need 
to contribute significantly to 
reduce emissions. Statements 
coming from emerging 
countries such as developed 
countries have contributed 
more towards pollution, and 
it is their responsibility to cut 
emissions would no longer be 
valid. Collectively, it should be 
everybody’s duty.

Volcano eruption witnessed in the Canary Islands

Developed and developing nations must work to 
accomplish net zero emissions

AROUND THE GLOBE

Only boys allowed as secondary schools reopen in Afghanistan

Only boys will be allowed 
now in secondary schools 
in Afghanistan. Girls have 
been excluded from the list of 
students attending the schools 
this year. The Taliban have 
ordered that only male teachers 
and boys will be allowed in the 
classrooms.
Despite the claims made by the 
Taliban, they are still resorting 
to the old and harsh ways of 
dealing with the citizens. The 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs 
has been closed by the Taliban 
and replaced with another 
department that previously 

imposed strict religious beliefs.
An Afghan girl, who had 
hoped to chase her dream and 
become a lawyer, stated that she 
was worried about her future 
considering the enforcement of 
rules by the Taliban. Stopping 
girls from schooling at a young 
age indicates that further 
education will no longer be 
an option. Primary schools 
have already reopened in 
Afghanistan by putting boys and 
girls into two different classes. 
The country’s new regime 
hasn’t shown any hostility and 
permitted women to go to 
private universities.

On Sept 17, 2021, a four-story house 
in Boston was sold for $1.25 million. 
It is about 108 sq meters and 3 meters 
wide, comprising two bedrooms, one 
bathroom, and a private deck.

At an air show in Wisconsin on Sept 
20, 2021, Clyde Bridger, a 90-year-old 
veteran and combat pilot, made it to 
the cockpit of a T-33 fighter jet for the 
first time in 65 years. 

the lava path to the sea. An 
order to evacuate El Paso came 
after lava began to spit out of a 
new crevice in the Cumbre Vieja 
volcano.

Recently uploaded videos 
and pictures on social media 
platforms showed women 

workers from the ministry 
protesting outside after losing 
their jobs.

About 44,44 hundred houses 
have been buried, and more 
than 6,000 people have fled 
to safer places on the island 
since the eruption began 
on September 19, 2021. The 
island has also witnessed four 
earthquakes since it opened. 
Local officials said the lava could 
trigger a chemical reaction that 
causes explosions and the release 
of toxic gases when it reaches 
the ocean, which might affect 
the marine ecosystem on a large 
scale. Experts have informed the 
local media that lava could leak 
into the sea on September 21, 
2021.
The police asked the residents 

to stay away from the area 
patrolled by them. By Tuesday 
afternoon, the largest lava flow 
had entered the city of Todoque 
at a speed of about 200 meters 
per hour (0.07 mph), authorities 
said. Families and citizens 
rushed home to save and get 
what they could for a two-
hour grant from rescuers. The 
regional leader, Ángel Víctor 
Torres, said that the emergency 
services could not stop the 
“unstoppable” advance of the 
lava towards the sea. Meanwhile, 
lava continues to pour down 
the western flank, destroying 
everything in its path.
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Attuning the Yins and Yangs in 
Life(Part-I)

9 a.m: Rummaging in my room 
for an annual disposing off 
cycle, I chanced upon an old 
booklet labelled - “Taoism”. The 
pages were moth eaten and the 
booklet looked like it had time 
travelled from at least a few 
centuries back because I had no 
clue who this belonged to in our 
family. As far as my goldfish of a 
memory permitted, I remember 
reading ‘Taoism’ as ancient 
Chinese philosophy that spoke 
of duality in nature like the Yin 
and Yang. As usual I flopped on 
the floor and flipped through the 
pages of this ancient book.

11 a.m: Surrounded by debris 
of all kinds in my room, I 
discarded the fragile book aside 
after not coming across anything 
substantial except the last few 
statements of a paragraph  - 
“The essential nature of our 
reality is what the black and 
white’s duality stands for. Both 
light and dark, feminine and 
masculine lives within us”. 
Philosophical, true to its word! 
I went about my day with the 
words tucked away somewhere 
deep inside my subconscious. 

5 p.m: Later in the evening I 
watched kids in my building 
play cricket while I sipped 
my tea. A team of seven boys 
huddled together, perhaps 
looking for the ball after the 
little batsman hit it hard. Almost 
like a ritual, the old woman 
living next door, created a 
ruckus swearing all hell will 
break loose if the little vermins 
ever played near her house 
again. 

7 p.m: The maid endlessly 
complaining about her ‘good-
for-nothing’ husband, goes 
about her daily chore. She hands 
me a plate of baked potatoes 
for a quick snack saying, “Didi, 
when you choose a husband, 
I will personally make sure 
he has no such bad habits!” I 
only chuckle in response to the 
statement. 

10 p.m: At the dinner table, 
my sister gushes on about 
how she has finally managed 
to satisfy her boss and make 
some amends with a strategy 
at work today and that it might 
cost her a friend. On being 
asked further she admitted to 
passing on Mansi’s (her friend) 
recent groundbreaking ideas 
as her own and how though 
she feels a little guilty, it is all a 
part and parcel of the job and 
competition. I stayed quiet 
mostly contemplating whether it 
was my sister’s fault for being sly 
to her own friend or did Mansi’s 
folly and naivety of discussing 
her work with her friends was 
her downfall. 

Continued....

Sacred space

Chandra Alexander

When we put our joys in the accept basket 
and our sorrows in the reject pile, we are 

cutting our life in two, never allowing 
ourselves to be whole. To be whole requires 
all of us –  the good, the bad and the ugly.

The World Health Organisation 
released new air quality 
guidelines making them more 
stringent in comparison to its 
earlier 2005 standards to protect 
the health of people. Calling 
air pollution one of the biggest 
environmental threats to human 
health, WHO stated that it kills 
an estimated 7 million people 
every year. The recommended 
guidelines suggest reduced 
levels of key air pollutants 
that contribute significantly to 
severe respiratory infections 
and climate change.  Toxic air 
is a subset of climate change, 
a crisis considered trivial and 
thereby conveniently ignored by 
most developing nations. The 
policymakers have played down 
the apocalyptic future caused 
by global warming and the 
widespread catastrophic impact 
that humanity is already being 
subjected to in terms of frequent 
natural calamities, pandemic 
and increased migration 
eventually jeopardising the 
economic progress. Indian cities 
like Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai 
and Chennai are currently 
exceeding the air quality index 
by multiple times making 
their atmosphere risk laden for 
residents. A study conducted 
by global think tank ODI titled 
“The costs of climate change in 
India” found that the floods in 

Combating climate crisis

the last decade caused $3 billion 
in economic damage and India’s 
GDP in 2100 will be reduced 
by 90% if the temperature of 
earth increased by 3 degrees. 
These facts clearly demonstrate 
that the absence of urgent 
actions and policy makeovers 
to rectify the environmental 
exploitation will have a 
devastating effect on humanity.  
The one way to avert climate 
change is through reduction in 
emission of greenhouse gases. 
Industrialisation is directly 
proportional to the high rate 
of per capita emission which is 
why prosperous countries or 
developing ones refuse to limit 
their CO2 emission turning the 
climate crisis into an intensely 
political issue.  To salvage this 
battle, environmentalists and 
climate experts insist upon 
restructuring the economy by 
embracing climate-friendly 
technology and practises 
especially when the emphasis on 
a self-reliant India is high and 
a huge sum of money is being 
pumped into developing such 
infrastructures over the next 
few years. Examples like solar 
energy to regenerative farming 
in clusters of India can prove 
to be growth drivers. Pursuing 
the pathway of sustainable 
development and making 
greener choices would enable 
India to climate-proof its gains 
in the long run.

While most of us initially 
welcomed the work from home 
(WFH) system considering it as 
a need of the hour, only later did 
we learn the negative impact on 
the employees due to the lack 
of proper rules and incentives 
offered by companies for WFH. 
Though the employees had the 
comfort of working from their 
homes, it took a toll on those 
with other responsibilities 
like household chores, taking 
care of kids or elderly family 
members, etc. Employees with 
family commitments during 
their work hours were thus 
unable to use their talents and 
work efficiently, resulting in a 
decline in the overall company 
productivity. If companies were 
to implement employee-friendly 
guidelines and provide attractive 
incentives, both the employees 
and the employers might be able 
to take much better advantage of 
the work from home scenario. 
Additionally, such initiatives 
can also reduce the workload 
and stress on employees, thus 
increasing their efficiency and 
productivity.

Work from 
Home - A Boon 
or Bane?
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Rupi Kaur’s debut book, a 
collection of her best poems, 
became an instant hit among 
teens and young adults. With 
relatable content that tackles 
deep-rooted issues such as 
racism, colorism, mental health 
disorders, sexism, and more, it 
isn’t hard to see why it appeals to 
the current generations. She also 

Milk and Honey Dune

Arguably, the most anticipated 
movie of this year Dune hit 
the theatres this week. Does, it 
deserve the hype? Absolutely!

Frank Herbert’s vision was one 
of such an epic scope that it just 
felt impossible to find the right 
fit in the cinematic medium. 
However, Villeneuve captures 
the authenticity of its source 
material and provides its viewers 
a cinematic masterclass. Dune is 

a slow burner and it indulges the 
viewers with its extraordinary 
world building rivaling the most 
ambitious franchises which 
include Star Wars, Lord of the 
rings and Game of thrones. 
Dune perfectly sets the platform 
for its sequels and its protagonist 
Timothee Chalamet aka Paul 
Atreides.

Rotten Tomatoes- 90%
 ImDb- 8.5/10

writes about her experiences 
as the child of an immigrant 
family, her failed romances, and 
more solemn ordeals of sexual 
assault, depression, and suicidal 
tendencies. Kaur has poured her 
heart and soul into this book, 
a unique kind of vulnerability 
few dare to express. The book 
is a must-read for all lovers of 
modern poetry.

Head coach Stimac 
names 23-member squad 
for SAFF Championships

Udanta Singh who missed two international friendlies against 
opponent Nepal made a comeback to the Indian football 
team as Igor Stimac named a team sheet for the upcoming 
SAAF championship to be held in The Maldives. Chennaiyin 
FC’s Vishal Kaith has made it to the team, while Dheeraj 
Singh and Moirangthem have been excluded.
The coach and his players will arrive in Bengaluru on 
Monday and fly out to Maldives on the next day. The 
coaching staffs will also join the players in Maldives on the 
same day. 

India will play Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Maldives in 
the group stage. The top two teams will qualify for the finals.

Other sport updates...
1.  Jyothi Surekha Vennam won Silver in Women’s Compound Individual 
as India ended its campaign at the World Archery Championships with 3 
Silver Medals. Jyothi was also a member of the Compound Women and 
Mixed Team that clinched Silver.

2.  Sania Mirza and her partner Shuai Zhang of China defeat the pair of 
Erin Routliffe and Kaitlyn Christian by 6-3, 6-2 in the Women’s Doubles 
final of the Ostrava Open. 
                                                                                                                     
3. Satnam Singh Bhamara who became the first Indian basketball player to 
be drafted into NBA in 2015 is all set to feature in USA’s All Elite Wrestling 
(AEW).

4. India wins Silver at the Asia Rugby U-18 Girls Rugby Sevens 
Championship 2021 held at Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

Aadithya Sivaramakrishnan
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FRAMES OF THE MIND
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KERC APPROVES 40 PAISA HIKE PER UNIT: 
ELECTRICITY BILLS TO RISE MONTHLY 

resulted due to the undecided 
settlement of Karnataka Power 
Transmission Corporation Lim-
ited (KPTCL) appeal before the 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity 
(ATE) against KERC order and 

  

the code of conduct for by polls to 
RR Nagar and Sira assembly seats.
 However the KERC has ap-
proved uniform increase across 
all ESCOMS in Hukkeri, there is 

-

crease in energy charge ranges 
from 20 to 25 paisa per unit across 
all categories except for Banga-
lore Metro, Battery Charging 
Station for electric vehicles, be-
sides an increase of 50 paisa per 
unit for temporary installations.

more than 11k defaulters

    angalore  : Bruhat      Bengaluru
       Mahanagara Palike( BBMP) 
has found a handy way to deal 
with violators of COVID-19 
protocols;
 over the past week, it has 

11,624 individuals and has 
collected Rs. 5.2 lakh worth 

especially, have been said to be 
standing tall in terms of cas-
es booked for violation of the 

protocols ranging from fail-
ure to abide by the rule of so-
cial distancing to negligence of 
the use of face masks amongst 

reduced by Rs. 250, sever-

in the number of violations. 
-

tion of Bengaluru's stance on 
COVID-19 which has the po-

the situation of the pandemic 
in the crucial months ahead.

Metro line construction: Af-
fected families to get reha-
bilitation

angalore: Bangalore Metro  R-
ail   Corporation    Limited

(BMRCL) is set to displace 
about 100 families in Lak-
kasandra slum as the area has 
been said to be marked for 
metro line projects. Estimates 
reveal that the corporation will 
spend Rs.4.5 lakhs per fami-

them to Kudlu. Namma Met-
ro is embarking on an under-
ground project of construct-
ing a tunnel under Phase Two 

from Dairy Circle to Nagawara.  

claimed to be resident in this 
area, reports from surveys 
conducted by experts reveal 
that only 101 families are eli-
gible for rehabilitation. For the 
past one year, BMRCL is said 
to have been struggling to ac-
quire approximately 5 acres 
at Lakkasandra where people 

which are currently under the 
government’s control.
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