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Drone regulations relaxed by the 
Indian Government  

In an unprecedented move, 
the government of India 
junked its 3-month-old drone 
policy in favor of a ‘to-be-
newly-formulated’ one, which 
will serve as a colossal push 
for drone-tech and related 
industries. The older 
policy received 
several 

complaints 
from industry members 
regarding numerous approvals 
and clearances hindering drone 
acquisition. 
Following this, the government 
opened suggestions for new and 
improved guidelines from the 
general public and will keep it 
open until August 5, 2021. 
Some of the current changes 
include a reduction in the 
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FM introduces Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code 
(Amendment) Bill

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman introduced 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (Amendment) Bill on July 
26, 2021 in the Lok Sabha. The 
bill was introduced amid strong 
disruption over various issues by 
the members of the opposition. 
The ordinance to amend the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC) was published on 
April 4th by the president Ram 
Nath Kovind that offered an 
alternate bankruptcy resolu-
tion scheme for Micro Small & 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). 
As per the scheme, the MSMEs 

were granted a simplified win-
dow to explore their chances of 
turnaround taking into account 
their special circumstances. 
The minimum payment default 
threshold to avail this scheme is 
Rs.10 Lakhs. 
 The code regulates the insol-
vency resolution process for 
individuals, firms or corporates 
who file for the same when they 
are unable to repay their long 
outstanding debts. The govern-
ment intends to safeguard this 
community of businesses by 
ensuring quicker, cost effective 
and value maximising outcomes 
for all the stakeholders involved 
and minimising their losses.    

Pulitzer winner photojournalist, Danish Siddiqui killed

Indian photojournalist Danish 
Siddiqui was killed by multiple 
gunshot wounds by the Taliban 
in Afghanistan’s Spin Boldak 
district of Kandahar province 
on July 15, 2021, while covering 
the clashes between Taliban 
terrorists and Afghanistan 
soldiers.
 Not only was he well known for 
his Pulitzer-winning Rohingya 

refugee crisis, but also for the  
Delhi Riots and graveyards 
during the ongoing pandemic. 
Danish had been injured 
previously before but managed 
to return to the ground after 
recovery. He also escaped a 
bomb attack three days before 
his death about which he also 
tweeted. It is important to note 
that the Taliban has denied 
claims about the execution of 
the photojournalist. “We are 

Petrol and Diesel prices hiked again

On July 17, 2021, petrol and 
diesel rates were once again 
raised, making it difficult for the 

number of forms from twenty-
five to five. The requirement 
of security clearance will be 
scrapped. While the import 
of drones and other required 
components will be monitored 
and regulated, there will be 
no need for a certificate of 

airworthiness, unique 

identification number, 
prior permissions, 
or even a remote pilot license.
Furthermore, new drone 
corridors will be developed 
to ensure smooth sailing for 
deliveries via drones and the 
setting up of a Drone Promotion 
Council for regulation and ease 
of business.

masses to afford them. The price 
of petrol has been increased 
to Rs. 101.84 and diesel is 
priced at 97.45 per litre across 
metropolitan cities.

The reason for the hike in prices 
is said to be the value-added 
tax. Dharmendra Pradhan, 
The Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship minister said 

that the government was not 
currently considering any cuts in 
taxes on petrol and diesel.

sorry for Danish Siddiqui’s 
death; we are not aware during 
whose firing the journalist 
was killed. We do not know 
how he died ‘’ said Taliban 
spokesperson, Zabiullan 
Mujahid to CNN-News18.
 His death has been mourned by 
many noteworthy personalities. 
Danish Siddiqui has been laid to 
rest at his Alma mater, the Jamia 
Milia University graveyard. 
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Karnataka Village launches ‘No 
Network, No Vote’ campaign

Shivamogga, Karnataka: The 
villagers in the Tumari Gram 
Panchayat (GP) of Kudaluru 
Zilla Parishad (ZP) in Sagar 
Taluk launched a ‘No Network, 
No Vote’ Campaign on account 
of poor internet connectivity. 
The residents have decided to 
boycott District Panchayat and 
Taluk Panchayat with a demand 
for improved internet facilities.
The students in the area have 
to travel far, climb nearby hills, 
or live in relatives’ houses for 
network connectivity to attend 
online lectures. At times, even 
after covering large distances, 
the internet connection remains 
uneven. The young professionals 
who came back to their villages 
under GP’s jurisdiction after 
the imposition of lockdown are 
finding it difficult to work from 
home following the unavailabil-
ity of mobile phones and sub-
standard connectivity.
Repeated appeals were made be-

fore the elected representatives 
and officials concerned without 
the desired results. Hence, the 
villagers formed a committee to 
draw attention to their necessi-
ties. The villagers had narrated 
their concerns to the elected 
candidates before the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls for expanding the 
number of BSNL towers.
Raja Naik Hemde, a member of 
the committee, said that their 
hopes of their demands get-
ting fulfilled weren’t achieved. 
He emphasized the students’ 
increasing dependency on the 
internet as a result of the lock-
down. “The Karnataka Govern-
ment has admitted that 50% of 
students do not get access to the 
internet. Yet, they are conduct-
ing online classes,” he added.
An integral part of Kudaluru 
ZP, Tumari GP was declared a 
‘digital village’ in 2018. Despite 
that, the network in the village 
premises continues to be incon-
sistent.
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Karnataka’s Tourism and 
Environment Minister, C P 
Yogeshwar, confirmed that an 
hour away hill station ((Nandi 
Hills), from Bengaluru, will get a 
ropeway soon.
Yogeshwar, in a departmental 
review meeting, addressed 
the officials to float a tender 
and proceed further for the 
completion of the project.
He said that AARCON Infra 
Company has executed ropeway 

projects worldwide and installed 
64 ropeways in various states of 
India and throughout the world. 
The company has shown a 
demonstration of its tremendous 
potential. He further added 
that the ropeway project shall 
begin as soon as the tender is 
contacted.
Previously, the Government 
of Karnataka had resolved 
to include a wide variety of 
activities at Nandi Hills for 
promoting tourism.

Ropeway to be added soon in 
Nandi Hills

Karnataka’s twin cities to become 
the next IT-BT Hub

Bengaluru Police to develop an 
app to monitor Kannadiga and 
Non- Kannadiga tenants

The Bengaluru Police will soon 
launch an application to record 
details of house tenants who are 
from Karnataka, other states, 
and foreign countries. Landlords 
will have to attach documents 
like passports, visas, and rental 
agreements from their tenants. 
This will be recorded through 
the tenant verification process 
present in the application.
The police will monitor tenants 
using the application. Foreign 
nationals would be liable to 
inform the Foreigners Regional 
Registration Officer (FRRO) 
about their details like address 

and other relevant documents. 
Tenants from Karnataka will 
need to provide valid ID proof 
which would be uploaded by 
their landlord.
City Police Chief Kamal Pant 
said that the purpose of the data 
gathering through the applica-
tion is to reduce the crime rates 
among immigrants. According 
to the police, Bengaluru has 
seen an elevation of crime rates 
from those who belong to other 
states and foreign nationals from 
Africa and Latin America. The 
application would be an efficient 
channel to submit the details to 
jurisdictional police.

Hubballi-Dharwad, famously 
known as the twin cities of 
Karnataka, is ready to become 
the Information Technology 
and Bio-Technology (IT-BT) 
hub of the state after Bengaluru. 
Various new projects and 
schemes are being introduced 
to decrease the concentration of 
companies in silicon city.
Jagadish Shettar, Minister 
of Large and Medium Scale 
Industries, has been proactive in 
bringing huge investments and 
creating new opportunities for 
the people of Uttar Karnataka, 
especially the Hubballi-
Dharwad-Belgavi cluster. The 
concentration of all major 
IT-BT companies in Bengaluru 
forces people from these areas 
to migrate to the capital city. 
But with the new schemes and 
investments, around 10,000 jobs 

will be created in these cities. 
During the inauguration of the 
Karnataka Digital Economy 
Mission (KDEM) in Hubballi, 
Deputy CM Dr. C.N. Ashwath 
Narayana said that under the 
mission ‘Beyond Bengaluru’ 
North Karnataka would be given 
priority for IT-BT. ₹600 crores 
are sanctioned for Engineering 
Research and Development 
(ER&D) in Karnataka. In 
September or October, the pre-
launch event of the Bengaluru 
Tech Summit will be held at 
Hubballi, which will introduce 
investors to this part of the state.
Hubballi has one of the biggest 
IT companies, Infosys’s branch 
set to start operations. The state 
government will acquire 5,000 
acres of land between Dharwad 
and Kittur to facilitate Dharwad 
Industrial Area under the 
Bengaluru-Mumbai Industrial 
Corridor (BMIC) project.



Center for Management 
Studies, JAIN (Deemed-to-be 
University) has been ranked 
5th for Academic Excellence 
and placed at 14th position for 
Overall Best College in India. 

 
For Media Studies, the Institute 
has been listed at the 20th spot 
in Best College in India.

Prof. Santhosh S 
Dear Students, The journey of 

life brings 
both chal-
lenges and 
chances. 
May you 
carry your 
spirit to 
snatch the 
chances 

and beat the challenges. May 
you live a proud life. 

Dr. Abdul Raoof Mir 
Dear students, I am immensely 
gratified with my experience 

as your 
friend, 
philoso-
pher and 
guide. I 
appreci-
ate the 
commit-
ment and 
persever-
ance you 

showed for the classes, even in 
these turbulent times. You ani-
mated my lectures through your 
participation, and convinced me 
to recognize the massive poten-
tial you hold for making it to 
unimaginable heights in journey 
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 Achiever’s Day 2021-22

Centre for Management Studies 
(CMS), Jain (Deemed-to-be) 
University is a prestigious place 
where talents are nurtured, ideas 
are born, and achievements 
are lauded immensely. Each 
year, the college recognizes and 
congratulates people who have 
gone a mile ahead in their life to 
achieve something phenomenal.
Achiever’s day has always been a 
platform that believes in  appre-

ciation, gratefulness, honesty 
towards passion, and a token of 
gratitude for hard work. CMS 
has also used it as a benchmark 
to measure all future endeavors 
of all the achievers, be it aca-
demically or in any other sphere. 
It was celebrated online on July 
10 this year considering the 
pandemic.
The Mantle of the University 
consisting of the Admin and 
various other co-coordinators of 
teams such as Lasya (CMS Fes-

called life. I take this opportu-
nity to congratulate each one of 
you for completing your degrees 
from an institution of immense 
repute. I am hopeful that we 
have equipped you with a toolkit 
that will contribute in shaping 
your future in the best possible 
manner. Be rest assured that I 
will be there for you whenever 
you need me. Best wishes.

Dr. Bhargavi Hemmige
 My dear students, It is with a 

heavy 
heart I 
am writ-
ing this 
farewell 
message. 
Now 
that you 
are post 
graduates 

and ready to take on the world 
I would like to give you three 
rules to follow which will take 
you to greater heights. 
These are the time tested max-
ims given by Les Brown. Firstly, 
To succeed in life you need to 
change your mindset, you don’t 
get in life what you want, but 
you get in life what you are so 
be your best. Secondly, prac-

tice OQP - only quality people.  
Thirdly develop your communi-
cation skills as once your write 
or speak you tell the world who 
you are.
Finally take your fears head on 
as fear has killed a thousand 
dreams.  Keep coming back to 
the department, and finally find 
your purpose in life . 

Dear Seniors,
Though the time we’ve spent 
together was short, every mo-
ment was something special. 
You brought cheer, raised our 
spirits, gave us advice, and made 
the past year memorable. The 
Communiqué was your brain-
child and it’s our honour to take 
the baton from you. We hope 
that you can look back on this, 
among your other projects, in 
the future and feel proud of what 
you started.
Farewells are never fun, but 
graduating from CMS marks a 
turning point in your lives - one 
that ushers in new challenges 
and opportunities. We wish you 
all the best in your future en-
deavours.  

Sincerely,
MAJ Batch of 2020-22.

Bon Voyage!!

tival), Management Fest Team, 
Cultural Fest Team, Media Fest 
Team along with other teams 
(Sports, Hospitality, and Logis-
tics, Research Department, Yuva 
(Student-run Non-Profit Orga-
nization from CMS), Literature 
and Languages, Toastmasters, 
EMCEE’s/scriptwriting and 
NSS) in the college were  passed 
on by the students and members 
of the board of the batch 2020-
21 to the talented batch of 2021-
22. The posts were taken over by 

the most deserving candidates, 
mostly being the final year BBA 
and BAJ students. 
Responsibility, leadership, team 
management, unity, and plan-
ning will be the core principles 
for the success of the college, 
and the Team Coordinators, 
who have confidently been as-
signed with the task, shall bring 
fame and name to the institution 
all across the city, state and the 
nation at large.

India Today Rankings 
2021
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Riots and looting were triggered 
in South Africa upon the jail-
ing of Mr.Jacob Zuma (former 
President, South Africa), amidst 
the Covid-19 outbreak. Most of 
it has been concentrated in the 
home grounds of  Zuma at Kwa-
Zulu-Natal and Gauteng. The 
current President Cyril Rama-
phosa has stated that the unrest 
caused in South Africa is a result 
of an orchestrated campaign to 
start an insurrection against the 
South African constitutional law, 
orders, and rules.
 Zuma led the nation during 
2009-2018 while alleged corrup-
tion escalated in the government 
and the ruling African National 
Congress. Post his resignation, 
the government-mandated 
commission started investigat-
ing some of his allegations, but 
he repeatedly denied testifying 
despite an order from South 
Africa’s National Court. The 
same court sentenced him to 
15 months of imprisonment for 
contempt of court and he was 
subsequently jailed on 29 June 
2021.
Mobs and the citizens have 
mainly concentrated in the 
shopping malls, factories, and 
warehouses. 212 people have 
died in the unrest and more 
than 2,500 have been arrested in 
the same provinces.  
The situation has pacified much 
of Gauteng. Thousands of volun-
teers helped clean up the littered 
streets and the broken-off shop-
ping centers. However, the situ-
ation in parts of KwaZulu-Natal 
remained tense with nearly 
1,500 new incidents reported on 
the night of July 16.

Last week, heavy rains hit sever-
al regions around Europe which 
led to devastating floods. Out of 
all the places impacted, Germa-
ny was the most heavily affected 
country. The floods have killed 
more than 184 people across 
Europe when casualties are still 
on the rise.
German Newspaper ‘Bild’ 
named this disaster as the ‘flood 
of death’ as it has left several 
houses and streets fully sub-
merged, cars overturned, and 
various districts isolated.
“Everything went underwater 
in just 15 minutes,” said a 21- 
year old German citizen as we 

watched her house and office 
drown.
Another young citizen told the 
press that he never experienced 
anything of the sort in his entire 
life. The flood was the first and 
one of its kind.
Despite such a crisis, the gov-
ernment could not help keeping 
politics out. The opposition 
Green Party said the disaster 
showed Germany could have 
prepared better for extremes. 
The German officials, however, 
defended their preparations for 
the flood.
The efforts to clean up the mess 
and find remaining victims are 
in process as floodwaters recede.

On Tuesday, July 20, 2021, a 
minimum of three rockets land-
ed near the Kabul presidential 
palace during the Eid-al-Adha 
prayers where Afghanistan Pres-
ident Ashraf Ghani was set to 
address the people.
Everyone stopped praying upon 
hearing loud explosions. A live 
broadcast video shows the secu-
rity personnels rushing towards 
the site of the explosion. Howev-
er, no immediate casualties were 
reported.
The Taliban has denied their 
involvement in the attack. As of 
now, no other group has claimed 
any responsibility for the attack.  
For years Afghanistan has been 
a victim of rocket attacks by the 
insurgents now and then causing 
damage and casualties.

Unrest caused 
in South Africa 
after former 
President’s 
arrest.

Raging floods tear through 
western Europe

Multiple 
rockets landed 
near Kabul 
presidential 
palace

The Italian government announced a payment of Calabria 
$30,000 for three years to people who are willing to move 
to a few of its selected small towns. The villages might face 
an economic standstill because of the less population, and 
hence are open to people from across the globe to set up small 
businesses.

AROUND THE GLOBE

Washington D.C resident Jackie attempted 
to prank her colleagues by wearing the same 
Hawaiian shirt for 264 Zoom meetings. She 
thought that everyone will find it funny, but 
to her surprise, no one even noticed it.
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Climate Crisis: Extreme weather across the world 
in 5 images
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The need for Sex education in 
school curriculum

We learned the alphabet first, 
then different words before 
learning how to speak and write 
complete sentences. From kin-
dergarten, language was taught 
to us so that we understand how 
it works while we talk and write. 
Similarly, there is a growing 
need to impart sex education in 
schools in an age-appropriate 
way.
Sex education extends beyond 
the Reproduction chapter in the 
Biology textbook of 8th grade. 
There are many more topics to 

learn before we dive into the les-
son on Reproduction. Basics like 
how a baby forms in the womb, 
or menstruation, can be taught 
as part of primary school educa-
tion in a creative way. Also, they 
ought to be educated about good 
and bad touches so that they 
know how to react in situations 
of abuse.
Therefore it is necessary to pro-
vide children with age-appropri-
ate sex education from an early 
age to help them understand 
their bodies as they step into 
puberty and thus make correct 
choices.

Anupama Anil Kumar

Smitha K S

Swagata Khan When I was just a little girl and 
my milk teeth had started to fall, 
I remember how petrified I was 
at the thought of spending my 
entire life as a toothless person if 
all my teeth kept falling off like it 
had started to. 
One morning I woke up to 
immense pain in my mouth. 
One of my incisors had begun to 
wobble since the past few days 
and it appeared to have wors-
ened during my night’s sleep. I 
spent the entire day throwing 
random tantrums naturally, only 
to be cajoled into swallowing 

Pensive-ous

Battling the sexualisation in 
sportswear

Sports women have been sub-
jected to constant scrutiny in 
terms of what they wear as 
opposed to the skills they bring 
to their respective fields since 
times immemorial. From being 
called “too short” to “too long” 
or “not traditional enough”, 
their dress codes never seem to 
adhere to rules prescribed by 
sporting federations, most often 
to the notions dictated by the 
male gaze. 
Earlier in July, the Norwegian 
women’s beach handball team 
was not only fined 1500 euros 
for “improper clothing” but 
were also elaborated in detail, 
how wearing comfortable shorts 
as opposed to bikini bottoms 
was against the International 
Handball Federation guidelines. 
On a parallel note, Sania Mir-
za, a multiple-time grand slam 
winner has been termed “Un-Is-
lamic” for wearing skirts during 
her games. 
These two examples demon-
strate how sportswomen must 
combat absurd societal norms 
along with their highly demand-
ing careers. The judgement 
standards in sports are evidently 
unfair towards women. They, 
at times, are treated as catchy 
commodities for commercial 
reasons such as titillating the 
male audience, thereby attract-
ing viewership.
This discrimination also stems 
from the fact that a large num-

ber of sports federations are 
mostly headed by men. Also, 
sports that are viewed with an 
inherent aesthetic appeal such 
as gymnastics and figure skating 
often have dress codes fulfilling 
stereotypical views of its judges, 
exhibiting patriarchy.
Defying these norms, athletes 
are now calling out such archaic 
practices and rightfully demand-
ing athleticism over aesthetics. 
The German women’s gymnas-
tics team opted to wear full-
length bodysuits at the Tokyo 
Olympics, a first time for any 
team to have done this on the 
world stage. “It’s about what feels 
comfortable. We wanted to show 
that every woman, everybody, 
should decide what to wear,” 
German gymnast Elisabeth Seitz 
told The Guardian.
Media has played a significant 
role on both sides. Various 
publications have carried articles 
dissecting or criticising what 
sports women wore but analysed 
the men’s games in depth never 
having to endure fashion polic-
ing. Social media however, has 
helped spread the importance of 
questioning these gender biases 
globally, compelling the federa-
tions to reconsider their policies. 
 Sports as a field is considered in 
the highest order with regards 
to equality. It’s about time sports 
women are encouraged for their 
talent and achievements like 
their male counterparts rather 
than shifting focus towards how 
they cover/expose themselves. 

semi-solid morsels of food by 
my mother. After sulking the 
whole day and believing that I 
will die a toothless old lady, I 
finally gathered enough courage 
(whatever was left after the hor-
rible spending-a-toothless-life 
thought) and asked my mother 
why do our milk teeth fall. 
My mother’s response to my 
trivial question then was just 
a fact stated sweetly enough to 
comfort a small child but when 
I think about her words today, it 
makes more sense than anything 
we usually find in books. She 

had said that there were certain 
parts of our body which would 
grow weak, wear and fall off 
only to give enough space for a 
new member to fill its place. A 
new, better and stronger mem-
ber would take its place so that 
as your body grows, it becomes 
stronger and performs all its 
functions exceptionally. 
Only if we were to equate the 
fallen milk tooth with people 
in our daily lives and our body 
with Life, I am bemused at how 
strangely sound the equation 
turns out to be. 
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Gaurab Lal MaskayThe novel, All The Bright Plac-
es, written by Jennifer Niven, is 
based on her own experiences 
and is the author’s first book 
for young adults. The story is 
about two teenagers Theodore 
Finch and Violet Markey, who 
are worlds apart from each other 

but share one common aspect of 
their lives, i.e., both are dam-
aged and feel that no one can fix 
them.
It is a story that will break your 
heart multiple times when you 
read it. At some places, it can get 
a little too unhurried but overall 
it is a good read.

All The Bright 
Places

SPORTS /ENTERTAINMENT

A Japanese animated film, based 
on the short story by author 
Seiko Tanabe, follows the story 
of Tsueno Suzukawaa, a college 
student studying marine biology 
who spontaneously meets Josee. 
She is a paraplegic girl who likes 
to read and paint. Tsueno begins 
to work for Josee and soon they 
start bonding while overcoming 
the tragedies of their lives.
The visuals and soundtrack of 
the movie are breathtaking and 
unique. This movie shows us the 
little beauties of life and helps 
to find purpose in the world 
we live in today with themes of 
growing up.  

Josee, the 
Tiger and the 
Fish

TOKYO OLYMPICS OPENING 
CEREMONY

Global artists Angélique Kidjo, Alejandro Sanz, John Legend, Keith 
Urban lead ‘Imagine’ performance at Tokyo Olympics Opening 
Ceremony.

Fireworks during the opening ceremony are seen above the Tokyo 
Olympics 2020 stadium from the Shibuya Sky Observation

The Olympic flame burns during the opening ceremony in the 
Olympic Stadium at the 2020 Summer Olympics.

Artists performing during the opening ceremony of the Tokyo 
Olympics 2020.

HIGHLIGHTS

• Boxer Lovlina Borgohain 
assured India of their second 
medal at the Tokyo Olympics 
2020. She defeated Chinese 
Taipei’s Nien-Chin Chen to 
enter the semi-final in the 
Women’s Welterweight category.

• P V Sindhu entered the 
Semi-Final of the Women’s 
singles defeating Japan’s Akane 
Yamaguchi by 21-13, 22-20.                                                                                                                                           
                                    
• Avinash Sable clocked 
8:18.12 in heat 2 of Men’s 3000m 
Steeplechase and bettered his 
own national record to finish 
seventh in the heats. He had 

the 13th best timing overall but 
couldn’t qualify for the final. 

• Sailors Vishnu Saravanan 
and Nethra Kumanan finished 
20th and 35th overall in Men’s 
Laser and Women’s Laser Radial 
respectively after 10 qualifying 
races.  

• Deepika Kumari crashed 
out of the quarterfinals in the 
Women’s Archery Individual 
Event after losing to South 
Korea’s top seed An San.
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How To Play: Fill 
in the grid so that 
every horizontal 
row, every vertical 
column and every 
3*3 box contains 
the digits 1-9, 
without repeating 
the numbers in the 
same row, column 
or box. You can’t 
change the digits 
already given in the 
grid.

SUDOKU CORNER

Find your fiction favourites!

Did You Know

Enzo Ferrari had once told a man – “You are a tractor driver, a 
farmer. You shouldn’t complain driving my cars because they’re 
the best cars in the world. You may be able to drive a tractor, but 
you will never be able to handle a Ferrari properly.” The man, 
insulted, outraged, vowed to make the perfect car. Oh, and his 
name was Ferruccio Lamborghini

Word of the month

Dear best friend(s),
I may not say this enough, but 
you are the best thing to have 
ever happened to me. You 
helped me in ways you or even 
I CANNOT imagine. Ever since 
we first met, I somehow had an 
inkling that this was a friendship 
meant to be, even though the 
thought of us being pally initial-
ly seemed annoying.  
You’ve been my support system 
through my difficult times, more 
so in moments of weakness. 
There have been times I despised 
you for the advice you gave, 
seemed like poison.
We’ve had our good days and 
bad. And there have been times 
we went weeks, even months 
without talking. But not a day 
passed by when I wouldn’t think 
of you and wished we would go 

back to being friends. All these 
hardships have only made our 
bond stronger, no matter the 
distance. (Cliched but true) 
Talking to you has just always 
been easier without the fear of 
judgment.
Before we met, every time I got 
home from school and com-
plained to my mother about 
how lonely it felt to look at other 
classmates hanging out with 
their friends, she would ask me 
to be patient and that I would 
find “my tribe” very soon. Now, 
after years of being friends, I can 
say you were worth the wait. 
Over these years of knowing 
each other, we’ve made some 
beautiful memories. Laughed 
till our stomach hurt and texted 
till the dawn broke.  You are my 
biggest source of inspiration. 

Snighdha Durba

A WORD TO MY BEST FRIEND

Drop the ball (phrase) - make a mistake, make an error.

1 

2 

4 5 

6 

8 

9 

11 12 

13 

10 

7 

 

Down
2. He knows Nothing
4. Narrator and the protagonist 
of the Hunger Games trilogy
5. one of the Rebel Alliance's 
greatest leaders, daughter of 
Anakin Skywalker, in the Star 
Wars series.
7. Leader of the Peaky Blinders
12. an eccentric, monkey-tailed 
boy who practices martial arts 
and possesses superhuman 
strength.

Across
1. bookworm, star pupil of Hogwarts and the feminist 
icon of theHarry Potter series
3. the good hearted, slow witted and everyone's favou-
rite teddy bear
6. Mother of Dragons in GOT
8. Lives in 221B Baker Street, has a best friend named 
John Watson
9. title character of F. Scott Fitzgerald novel The Great 
Gatsby.
10. originally known as Sméagol, was at first a Stoor, 
one of the three early Hobbit-types in The Lord of the 
Rings.
11. one of the six FRIENDS, the funniest one and is 
often called the king of sarcasm.
13. The wizard from the best-selling fantasy series by 
J.R.R Tolkien
14. Jane Austen's most celebrated strong-headed fe-
male protagonist.

SUDOKU CORNER 

 
How To Play: Fill in the grid so that every horizontal row, every vertical column 
and every 3*3 box contains the digits 1-9, without repeating the numbers in the 
same row, column or box. You can’t change the digits already given in the grid. 
 

        9 2   4   
  5 2   6 8   9   
  3   4 7   1     
    9           6 
6 8   9 3 1   5 7 
1           9     
    5   1 3   2   
  4   5 2   6 7   
  9   6 8         

                            Level: Easy 

 

 

You make me want to be a wom-
an of substance, less guarded, 
and importantly, easy-going. The 
constant smile on your face and 
the cheer in your tone is wholly 
freshening. It’s a blessing to have 
a friend with a moral compass 
that seems to be a holy grail for 
people our age. You know what 
you want and won’t rest till you 
have achieved your goal. You are 
always spirited and not afraid to 
be your true self.
From the bottom of my heart, I 
thank you for never judging me, 
being carefree, letting me ramble 
on for hours, and making me 
laugh. I do and always will love 
you.
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I faintly remember,
Those mornings when my eyes 
gleamed the moment those 
lashes finished making love. 
Those nights when all I craved 
for was an eternity of sound 
sleep.
Those little moments when all I 
felt was joy.

Nothing to loose 
And 
Nothing to Gain

I was Insane
But now,

All of this looks mundane
I am in pain
Living my life in disdain.

When all I crave for is a little bit 
of again.

Sheltered  Memories
I am standing on the edge of a 
cliff.
Ready to shriek my lungs out.
Wanting to jump down.
Yearning to never burst out. 

I am pulled back by some 
strange fear. 
I swallow a huge lump down my 
throat,
And go back.

I want to live my life like a child. 
Free of worries, guarantees, 
mercies, and appease.

Instead,
I turn back and choose
Possibilites, 
responsibilities,capabilities, and 
compatibility.

I chose to bury the Child
To be a Lady.

 Aadhya Jain

The ocean seems undisturbed,
Reflecting the sky like a murky 
mirror.
I would love to wax poetic 
About the serene stillness of the 
sea,
But it has been a long time
Since those calm waters inspired 
anything but fear.

By day, the world is beautiful
In all its imperfections and 
chaos.
The streets are filled with busy 
people
Who have places to go and 
things to do.
I welcome the warmth of the sun
And go about my ordinary life.
As the sun sets, however,
The world ceases to exist and
An oppressive darkness
Consumes everything in its 
path.

The moon abandoned us 
decades ago,
Vanishing without a care for our 
sorry lives.
The elders say it’s a curse.
I’m hard-pressed to disagree 
with them,
Since our plight defies any logic 
or rationality.
If there was ever a time
When people were in awe of the 
moon’s beauty,
I wouldn’t know.
That history was overwritten
With immeasurable disdain and 
dread.

Humanity’s feeble attempts
To light up the night
With their lamps and bulbs and 
flames
Were all in vain.

After all, what chance
Does our newfangled 

technology have
Against the cosmic horror
That stole the moon?

I sit at home with the curtains 
drawn.
If I try hard enough,
I can act like everything is fine,
Like I don’t live in fear of the 
darkness looming outside.

The news anchor drones on
About some tragedy or the 
other,
About a war in the middle of 
nowhere,
About another wave of people
Who walked into the night,
Never to be seen again.
The headlines speak
Of the curse that controls us,
Of the tideless seas,
And of death count that rises 
every day.
There aren’t many of us left.

The moon has vanished,
Taking our lives with it.
I might care a little more
About our impending doom
If I could keep my mind
From wandering all the time.
My friend gave me a quick fix 
for that though,
So my worries will soon cease to 
exist.

I step into my shoes and slip on 
a jacket
To keep me warm.
My heart is light, 
Brighter than the sun.
My friend told me that a walk 
along the beach
Is the answer to all my woes.

The air is deathly cold as I step 
outside,
Seeping into my bones.
For the first time in forever,
I smile and embrace the 
darkness.

 Pragnyadeepta G.

Nyctophobia

Your eyes...
Your eyes are the valley of 
magician warriors
the weapons, the Spears and 
the Dirks which points a sinless 
heart
And me,
me as the reflection of an image 
without a soul in the thousands 
Strom of your eyes,
I am gone  like a drowned one 
into millions of waves of a 
dignity occasion,
my beloved!
despite other lovers, I do not 
want freedom, 
I am captive,
let me be a broken boat in these 
waves,

Your Eyes
Suraya Sarwarkhil
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fallen in the deep,
stay there and live,
I am happy for having even a 
single similarity with you,
if it’s the distances between us 
It is a pain but it’s a way to lead 
you 
and a relationship more than 
contact with you...
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©Swagatha Khan
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It is only when there is no 
goal and no rush that the 

human senses are fully open 
to recieve the world

-Alan Watts

FRAMES OF THE MIND
©Aswin Venad
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All of our humanity is 
dependent upon recognizing 
the humanity in others 

-Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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KERC APPROVES 40 PAISA HIKE PER UNIT: 
ELECTRICITY BILLS TO RISE MONTHLY 

resulted due to the undecided 
settlement of Karnataka Power 
Transmission Corporation Lim-
ited (KPTCL) appeal before the 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity 
(ATE) against KERC order and 

  

the code of conduct for by polls to 
RR Nagar and Sira assembly seats.
 However the KERC has ap-
proved uniform increase across 
all ESCOMS in Hukkeri, there is 

-

crease in energy charge ranges 
from 20 to 25 paisa per unit across 
all categories except for Banga-
lore Metro, Battery Charging 
Station for electric vehicles, be-
sides an increase of 50 paisa per 
unit for temporary installations.

more than 11k defaulters

    angalore  : Bruhat      Bengaluru
       Mahanagara Palike( BBMP) 
has found a handy way to deal 
with violators of COVID-19 
protocols;
 over the past week, it has 

11,624 individuals and has 
collected Rs. 5.2 lakh worth 

especially, have been said to be 
standing tall in terms of cas-
es booked for violation of the 

protocols ranging from fail-
ure to abide by the rule of so-
cial distancing to negligence of 
the use of face masks amongst 

reduced by Rs. 250, sever-

in the number of violations. 
-

tion of Bengaluru's stance on 
COVID-19 which has the po-

the situation of the pandemic 
in the crucial months ahead.

Metro line construction: Af-
fected families to get reha-
bilitation

angalore: Bangalore Metro  R-
ail   Corporation    Limited

(BMRCL) is set to displace 
about 100 families in Lak-
kasandra slum as the area has 
been said to be marked for 
metro line projects. Estimates 
reveal that the corporation will 
spend Rs.4.5 lakhs per fami-

them to Kudlu. Namma Met-
ro is embarking on an under-
ground project of construct-
ing a tunnel under Phase Two 

from Dairy Circle to Nagawara.  

claimed to be resident in this 
area, reports from surveys 
conducted by experts reveal 
that only 101 families are eli-
gible for rehabilitation. For the 
past one year, BMRCL is said 
to have been struggling to ac-
quire approximately 5 acres 
at Lakkasandra where people 

which are currently under the 
government’s control.
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