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In the recent by-polls held in 
three Karnataka constituencies, 
Bharatiya Janata Party won in 
two constituencies: Belagavi 
and Basavakalyan. Congress, 
the opposition party, emerged 
victorious in Maski.

In Belagavi, BJP candidate 
Mangala Suresh Angadi won 
by 5,240 votes against her 
Congress counterpart Satish 
Jarkiholi. However, the final 
margin is yet to be confirmed 
by the Election Commission 
(EC). The Congress Party did 
not wait for the final margin 
and instead accepted the 

margin. “I thank the people 
of Karnataka who have voted 
for us in large numbers & we 
pledge to keep raising people’s 
voice against BJP Govt,” tweeted 
Karnataka Congress chief D. K. 
Shivakumar.

Meanwhile, BJP candidate 
Sharanu Salagar won in 
Basavakalyan against Mala B. 
Narayan Rao. According to the 
final figures, Salagar won 71,012 
votes against Rao, who secured 
50,383 votes. “We thank the 
voters of Basavakalyan assembly 
for blessing our candidate 
Mala B Narayana Rao with 
over 50,000 votes. We accept 
the mandate of the voters and 

promise to work harder to win 
their faith in the next election,” 
read a statement from Congress. 

Meanwhile, Chief Minister B.S. 
Yediyurappa thanked voters 
for the victories in Belagavi 
and Basavakalyan. He tweeted, 
“Congratulations to Sharanu 
Salagar, our candidate who 
has won the confidence of the 
people of the constituency.”

Basanagouda Turvihal won 
86,337 votes in Maski against 
BJP’s Pratapgouda Patil, with 
a margin of 30,606 votes. Patil 
secured 55,731 votes. Congress 
Legislative Party leader 
Siddaramaiah called the victory 

at Maski a “landslide victory” 
and also thanked the voters. He 
further emphasized the need 
to avoid victory celebrations in 
lieu of the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. D.K. Shivakumar, 
President of the Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
agreed, remarking, “Please 
follow all COVID-19 protocols 
and continue to help people. 
This is a time for service but not 
celebration.”

The voter turnout in Belagavi 
was 56.02%, and Basavakalyan 
and Maski witnessed a voter 
turnout of 61.58% and 70.46% 
respectively.

Karnataka By-polls: Congress wins in 
Maski, BJP in Belagavi and Basavakalyan

Nitika K



Radio Active 90.4 MHz recently 
aired a discussion by Mr. Mark 
Deuze, a prolific author and 
a professor of journalism at 
the University of Amsterdam. 
The show was held to mark 
World Freedom of Press Day 
and discuss pertinent issues 
revolving around the widening 
gap in digital literacy resulting 
in a social divide.    
Mr. Deuze spoke of how 
the world has united in its 
experiences through networking 
due to which we are no longer 
living ‘with’ media but living ‘in’ 
media. He explored the concept 
of “Love” attached to the media 
as the relationship people share 

Visual representation for writing 
a story has a greater impact than 
narrating the same in words. 
“Photojournalists have such 
expertise, passion and ability 
that even during challenging 
situations, they go beyond their 
reach to click photographs for 
publishing a story,” said reputed 
photojournalist Poornima 
Makaram while attending a 
four-day workshop from April 
26-29 on ‘Photojournalism’ 
held at Center for Management 
Studies, Bengaluru. 
Poornima, while addressing the 
media students at CMS, shared 
her 25 years of experience in 
the field of photojournalism 
and responded to the queries of 
the students through an online 

platform and advised them 
that they can opt for a career in 
this field. “In this profession, 
one should rather prepare 
themselves mentally to work 
from midnight to morning than 
think of working in a scheduled 
time,” she stated. As a woman 
photojournalist, it is a challenge 
that she experienced in the early 
stages of her journey.  
She further added that a 
photojournalist should not 
bother about the reaction 
of people and should feel 
comfortable in capturing photos 
before the public. During 
the four days, she exhibited 
the photographs of famous 
national and international 
photojournalists, along with 
her own captured photographs, 
and narrated those in detail and 

enlightened on various camera 
effects. 
Poornima began her career 
joining the Indian Express as 
a photojournalist in 1996 and 
thereafter worked for Deccan 
Herald, ESPN sports Channel, 
Femina, 080, India Today, 
Ritz, YourStory, and more. 
She covered pictures in the 
fields of politics and sports, 
among others. She has also 
attended many workshops as 
a resource person at leading 
educational institutions of the 
country. Poornima now has 
an eponymous label in fashion 
design and jewellery design, 
and continues to devote time to 
writing and photography. She 
also enjoys baking, singing and 
is a voracious reader in her spare 
time.

with technology is incredibly 
intimate today. 
He explained the evolution of 
digital literacy over the years 
from a conservative top-down 
approach of protecting people 
against media and maintaining 
the status quo, to the need 
to develop skills and make 
healthy use of media as it is an 
inescapable central theme. He 
concluded by suggesting that 
his insights on living in media, 
the concept of media love, and 
the evolving notions of digital 
literacy had to be combined to 
achieve true digital inclusion, 
as media is instrumental in 
reducing inequalities in the 
world.

Photojournalism Workshop 
with Poornima Makaram

Khushi MP

Media Love as a Platform for 
Inclusive Digital Literacy

Vaccination and Beyond: 
Webinar at CMS
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Hospitals, Bengaluru was the 
Chief Guest of the webinar 
hosted by Vishakha Sarogi and 
Trisha Gupta from the team 
Yuva Ignited Minds. 
This webinar covered pressing 
issues and queries regarding 
the vaccination drive for the 
corona virus and conveyed 
to viewers the importance of 
getting vaccinated. Dr. Ravindra 
M. Mehta also talked about 
how people who have already 
recovered from COVID-19 can 
take one shot of the vaccine 
since the virus already acts as 
a dose in the human body. He 
went over major issues of the 
post-vaccination period and 
gave insights on how mild fever 
and tiredness are common 
symptoms following a shot. He 
expressed that crowding up 
at vaccination centers should 
be avoided and that double 
masking is a mandate.
This webinar gave a lot of clarity 
to the virtual audience and 
helped them resolve most of 
their doubts on the vaccination 
drive happening in India.

Yuva Ignited Minds, the 
student-run non-profit 
organization from CMS, Jain 
University organized a webinar 
“Vaccination and Beyond” on 
May 1, 2021, talking about the 
importance of vaccinations and 
how to help stop the spread 
of COVID-19. Dr. Ravindra 
M Mehta, (MBBS, MD, 
FCCP) Chief of Pulmonology 
and Critical Care at Apollo 



According to a UK media 
report published on May 3, 
2021, India and UK are close 
to signing a migration and 
mobility agreement which will 
cause more than thousands of 
Indian students to enroll in UK 
universities in exchange for 
illegal Indian migrants being 
sent back to India.
The report comes just before the 
visit of External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar, invited by his 
UK counterpart Dominic Raab 
on Thursday as a guest at the 
G7 Foreign and Development 
Ministers meeting this week.
A report by The Daily Telegraph 
claims that London and New 
Delhi are on the cusp of signing 
a ‘migration and mobility 
partnership’, which is part of a 
wider move towards bolstering 

relations aimed at securing mini 
trade deals later this year.
The UK maintains that 100,000 
Indian illegal migrants live in 
the UK, while India questions 
the truth in this statement. This 
issue has been on the agenda of 
bilateral negotiations for a long 
time with both sides unable to 
agree on the numbers.

government. This decision to 
recheck the controversial section 
comes 3 months after a similar 
plea was rejected.
In Mr. Kappan’s case, Chief 
Justice Ramana and a three-
judge bench brushed aside UP 
government’s submission that 
said he did not need any special 
treatment. The bench stated that 
“The fundamental ‘right to life’ 
is to be embraced even under 
trial.” The court reminded the 
UP Government that it could 
not deny Mr. Kappan “adequate 
and effective medical assistance” 
and that it should “ease all 
apprehensions relating to his 
health”
The Court ordered the current 
government to plan a national 
policy on admission to hospital 
within 2 weeks. The Court 
also directed the centre to act 
in collaboration with States to 
prepare a buffer stock of oxygen 
for emergency purposes and 
decentralized location of the 
emergency stop in a span of 4 
days. The bench warned States 
of being held in contempt if they 
tried to punish people stating 
grievances on the Governments’ 
lapse in COVID-19 
management through social 
media as they said they believed 
that information should flow 
free.

A week since Justice N.V. 
Ramana took over as the 48th 
Chief Justice of India, a series of 
decisions has restored faith in 
the Supreme Court and its role 
as guardian of the rights of the 
general public.
Decisions like ordering the Uttar 
Pradesh government to shift 
journalist Siddique Kappan to 
Delhi for medical treatment 
and talks to the centre on 
lapses in managing the second 
COVID-19 wave has shown that 
Justice N.V. Ramana is not one 
to flinch from stating facts to the 
present government.
Under the new Chief Justice, 
the court will revisit the legal 
validity of the sedition law, 
bringing to light the misuse of 
sedition as a tool to suppress 
the voices of activists, students, 
journalists and lawyers 
who dissented against the 

The construction of the new 
parliament building will be 
completed by November, 
2022, and the construction 
of the Prime Minister’s new 
residence by December, 2022. 
The ministry of environment 
has already given permission 
for the expansion of the existing 
parliament which costs ₹13,450 
crore. 
“Modern and secure residential 
facilities for the Vice President 
and Prime Minister will be 
equipped with all necessary 
spaces and infrastructure, 
including the special protection 
group, environmental landscape, 
greenbelt, traffic decongestion, 
provision of STP, OWC, safety 
aspects including fire-fighting 
system, maximum use of treated 
wastewater, rainwater harvesting 
system etc.’’ EAC noted.

The construction of the Prime 
Minister’s residence under the 
Central Vista Project in New 
Delhi, proposed on May 3, will 
be completed by December 
2022. The Central Public Works 
Department (CPWD) project 
developer has informed a 
government-appointed Expert 
Appraisal Committee (EAC) 
about the project, which has 
granted it approval.

India-UK Close to 
Signing Migration and 
Mobility Partnership

Aditi Mojasia

Central Vista Project: 
Construction of PM’s
Residence to be completed 
by December 2022

A Week into The Job, CJI 
Ramana Restores Public’s 
Faith in India’s Legal System

7 men arrested for stealing 
clothes off the dead and 
selling them
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Yuktha Lokkur

Uttar Pradesh: The police on 
May 9, arrested seven men from 
the Baghpat area for selling 
clothes that they stole from the 
dead bodies in the burial and 
crematorium grounds. 
Amongst the recoveries, note-
worthy items are, around 520 
bedsheets, 127 kurtas, 140 shirts, 
34 dhotis, and 112 trademark 
stickers. The accused during the 
police interrogation revealed 

that they used the burial shrouds 
to cover the dead bodies and 
their clothes. 
Post a good wash and ironing, 
the stolen items would be sold 
off using a Gwalior Company’s 
label to the clothing merchants 
in the ars under a deal of ₹300 
for a day’s loot.
This came at a point when the 
crematorium works across the 
nation had lost count of the 
dead bodies being cremated per 
hour. 

“This MoU can support the 
innovation ecosystem in 

both countries by facilitating 
free flow of talent”, the 

government said.



Ola Electric has great ambitions 
for the Indian electric scooter 
market. The company 
recently unveiled details of its 
Hypercharger fast-charging 
network, claiming that it would 
be the biggest two-wheeler EV 
charging network in the world. 
Ola Electric has confirmed that 
its new electric scooter will be 
available in foreign markets 
this fiscal year, including 
France, Italy, and Germany. 
Ola Chairman and Group 
CEO Bhavish Aggarwal told 
PTI that the company will be 
launching internationally this 
financial year, and Ola Electric 
will be selling its products 
internationally too. “Ola Electric 
will begin operations in India 
first, but will soon expand into 

New Delhi: This year India is 
facing a grim situation with 
drastically rising COVID-19 
cases across the country. 
Currently India is facing 
shortage of medical equipments 
like oxygen, ventilators and 
important drugs. In this battle 
against the second wave of 
COVID-19 many countries 
including the USA, UK, UAE, 
Thailand, and Germany have 
offered their help.
Over 40 countries worldwide 
will assist India, primarily in 
oxygen-related equipments and 
drugs. Two flights from Russia 
with 20 oxygen production 
plants, ventilators, Favipiravir, 
and 1,50,000 doses of the 
Sputnik V vaccines have landed 
in India. A major chunk in 
assistance by different countries, 
the USA has sent ingredients to 
manufacture 20 million doses of 
vaccines, oxygen cylinders, rapid 
diagnostic tests, and 1,00,000 
N95 masks. The USA would 
share 60 million AstraZeneca 

In addition to foreign states, 
international celebrities like 
Shawn Mendes, Kunal Nayyar, 
Ellen DeGeneres, Mindy Kaling, 
and Lilly Singh have requested 
their fans to donate to help 
India. Priyanka Chopra and 
Nick Jonas have raised over half 
a million dollars in two days.

international markets, with a 
focus on Europe,” he added.
Furthermore, he confirmed 
that Ola Electric would sell 
its electric scooters in all key 
European markets — large 
countries, especially those 
bordering the Mediterranean 
Sea. France, Italy, and even 
Germany are all strong markets. 

COVID-19 vaccines once 
it is approved. Taiwan’s first 
batch of aid consisting of 150 
oxygen concentrators and 500 
oxygen cylinders left on May 2. 
“These oxygen concentrators 
and cylinders are love from 
Taiwan, more help for our 
friends in India is on the way 
#indiastaystrong,” Taiwan’s 
Foreign Minister Joseph Wu 
tweeted in support of India. The 
UK is also sending aid to India. 
The British government will 
send 1000 more ventilators in 
addition to 200 ventilators, 495 
oxygen concentrators, and three 
oxygen generation units which 
were sent earlier. In addition 
to providing medical supplies, 
The British Asian Trust (BAT) 
has issued an ‘oxygen for India’ 
appeal which aims at raising 
funds for Ind0ia.  
The French government has 
decided to send eight large 
oxygen generating plants and 
a large number of items like 
respirators, electric syringe 
pushers, and five liquid oxygen 
containers which are expected 

to land this week. Germany will 
make an oxygen production 
plant available for 3 months 
along with 120 ventilators and 
protective equipment like N95 
masks. In this overwhelming 
rise in COVID-19 cases and 
rapidly increasing deaths across 
the country, aid pours in from 
different parts of the world. 

“The United Kingdom is a good 
market, and Spain is also a great 
market,” said Aggarwal. Ola’s 
new Hypercharger network 
will be mainly based on two-
wheelers, but the brand will 
eventually extend this network 
to include four-wheelers as well, 
according to the company’s top 
executive.

Ola Electric’s four-wheeler items 
will be available in a few years, 
according to Aggarwal. The 
company previously announced 
that its Hypercharger would 
be able to charge its electric 
scooter to 50% capacity in 
just 18 minutes, which should 
be enough for a range of 75 
kilometers. With this, the 
company hinted that its electric 
scooter will have a range of 150 
kilometers.
According to Ola, their 
Hypercharger network will span 
400 cities and have over 1,00,000 
charging stations. The upcoming 
Ola electric scooter will be 
produced at the company’s mega 
factory in Tamil Nadu, with 
the first phase expected to be 
completed by summer of this 
year.

Ola Set for Global Launch of Electric Scooter
after Domestic launch.

The World comes together for India

Gizelle Gina D’Silva

Raksha Avadhani
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A ‘Ray’ of Hope

Grappling for Answers: Conspiracy Theories 
Plague the Country
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May 2, 2021 will mark the 100th 
birth centenary of Satyajit Ray.
Even a century on, the ingenious 
filmmaker never fails to amaze 
us through his remarkable 
oeuvre. 
I recently happened to come 
across an interview of Ray’s son, 
Sandip Ray, in which he stated 
that if today, his father was 
alive, perhaps he would have 
fashioned a quick remake of 
his spectacular political satire, 
Hirak Rajar Deshe, which was 
originally a sequel to another 
of his great film, Goopy Gyne 
Bagha Byne. The film, Hirak 
Rajar Deshe was made and 
released amidst huge revolts 
shortly after the emergency 
period. The audience, both then 
now, cannot look beyond Ray’s 
strong political statements that 
he deftly voiced through his art.
In the 1970’s Ray took 
up subjects like raging 
unemployment, political 
violence, breakdown of 
humanity and practically 

everything that plagued his 
home, the state of Bengal, to 
design films that gave voice to 
the lost. Ray continued being the 
humanist along with an artist 
in the Bengal renaissance with 
its liberal movements that had 
powered his father, Sukumar 
Ray and his grandfather 
Upendrakishore Ray 
Chowdhury, earlier to produce 
brilliant works filled with satires 
and limericks. Keeping with his 
family standings and traditions, 
Ray has always been the bulwark 
of liberation and intellect. His 
works have time and again 
questioned the established 
norms by the presiding power 

by the entire nation through 
the death of half its population. 
Not only Bengal, the entire 
nation, now stands divided 
and shredded of humanity. 
The humongous gatherings 
meticulously engineered by 
the hands of different political 
parties which elevated the 
infection, today cannot seem to 
answer the parents of a young 
22 year old boy who died after 
gasping for air, as to why their 
son left them in his prime.
Rays 100th birth anniversary 
will coincide with the results 
of the elections held in Bengal 
this year. It will not matter 
which political party comes to 
power and gets the maximum 
number of seats. Ray’s sense of 
humility, intellect and peaceful 
expression will have been lost 
in his very home, in his Bengal, 
this year. A loss of amity, civility 
and humanity, of which Ray 
was a complete manifestation 
in himself, will be mourned 
far and wide as the nation 
battles enemies inside its own 
territories and in the air.

and dared to hold a mirror in 
the faces of the hypocrites in the 
society. He stood as a hallmark 
of humanity and intellect.
With the second wave of 
this noxious pandemic 
and incalculable political 
insurgencies in the middle of 
a health emergency that our 
nation currently faces,  times 
are beyond testing for sure. 
The recent electoral rampage 
in Bengal only attributed to 
the already spiked numbers 
of fatality. The high price of 
insensible and outright lethal 
caucuses held in the state of 
Bengal just before the Legislative 
Assembly Elections, was paid 
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In times of crisis, such as 
the ongoing pandemic, the 
world often witnesses a surge 
in conspiracy theories. The 
absence of a clear explanation 
or solution causes many people 
to fill in the blanks themselves, 
often leading to strange and 
dangerous conclusions. A fair 
few conspiracy theories center 
around the idea that the public 

is being misled and that the 
truth is being obscured by those 
in power, presumably in order to 
harm or exploit them. 
While it is easy to dismiss some 
theories like ancient aliens 
controlling us or the earth being 
flat as nonsense, many others 
have very real consequences. 
In India, where over 4 lakh 
new COVID-19 cases were 
recorded on May 8 alone, 
conspiracy theories could prove 

deadly. Through social media, 
particularly WhatsApp and 
Facebook, many Indians are fed 
misinformation like Ayurveda 
being enough to combat the 
coronavirus and COVID-19 
being a bacteria rather than a 
virus. Many messages claim, 
without evidence, that herbal 
remedies and “immunity 
boosters” can protect you from 
COVID-19. Lax moderation of 
WhatsApp messages enables the 
spread of conspiracy theories 
about precautionary measures 
and treatments.
Public mistrust in our 
government and scientific data, 
combined with widespread 
misinformation, lead to theories 
suggesting that measures like 
mask mandates and social 
isolation are simply propaganda. 
Since vaccines against 

COVID-19 were first rolled out 
in India, a new wave of theories 
by popular anti-vaxxers like 
Biswaroop Roy Choudhary 
encouraged people to avoid 
getting vaccinated and focus on 
their diets instead. When people 
dismiss such vital precautions, 
the consequences can be lethal 
— as evidenced by the rising 
death toll in India.
Worryingly, people who buy 
into such conspiracy theories 
are hard, but not impossible, to 
reason with and unquestioning 
of misinformation. As Alan 
Moore once said, “The truth is 
far more frightening - Nobody 
is in control.” For many people, 
explaining the unknown and 
unpredictable with conspiracy 
theories is their only respite 
from fear.



IKIGAI: The Japanese secret 
to a long and happy life

European Super League 
Takes a Major Fall

What to watch: The Falcon and The Winter Soldier

“IKIGAI” — quite an unusual 
word. This peculiar word carries 
a deep meaning that is the 
purpose of life, the motivation 
behind your life, the speculation 
behind why we are born. 
Everyone has a purpose in 
their life. Without an objective 
to pursue, life would seem 
pointless. This book written by 
Francesc Miralles and Hector 
Garcia is a mix of what you love, 
what you are skilled at, how to 
maintain connections, and what 
you can be paid for.
 The ikigai concept has been 
applied to regions known 
as Blue Zones. Residents of 
these areas have a longer life 
expectancy than other parts 
of the world. One such area is 
Okinawa Island, also known 
as the “island of longevity”. 
Everyone in Okinawa has a 

purpose — if not, they help each 
other as a community discover 
their purpose. How fascinating 
and beautiful is this! 
I hope we as a community unite 
and help each other in these 
uncertain times, too. It might 
sound exaggerated but one 
quote from this book changed 
my life. “Being aware of the 
impermanence of the things 
does not have to make us sad.”
From the day I finished the 
book I decided to learn things 
I always wanted to without 
procrastinating. This book holds 
the Japanese secret to a long and 
happy life which eventually leads 
us to find our purpose. So, have 
you found your ikigai? If not, 
then this book is a must read.

AVAILABLE: Amazon, Kobo, 
audiobooks.

GENRE: Self-help book

Football fans received shocking 
news on April 18, 2021, about 
twelve European clubs that 
were set to break away from the 
Union of European Football 
Associations (UEFA) and form 
a Super League with the best. 
The players of these clubs were 
banned from playing in the 

UEFA Champions League and 
for their international teams for 
life. 
Since the 1980s, there has always 
been a talk of a European Super 
League, and after a 2018 report 
by Der Spiegel, who uncovered 
multiple documents outlining 
the details of the competition 
that was set to begin in 2021, the 
recent announcements on 20th 
April that made it official was 
not unexpected. Fans recognized 
this sporting prestige being used 
as a front for TV profiteering, 
with only the twelve most elite 
clubs taking part. 
The introduction of the new 
Super League would mean that 
clubs would have to play two 
matches per week, causing clubs 
to play their weaker lineups 
for the local leagues and their 
stronger lineups for the Super 
League. The European Super 
League fell apart in less than 
three days.

Lalitha shree

Avantika Khajuria
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The Falcon and the Winter 
soldier directed by Kari 
Skogland is the legacy of 
Captain America a.k.a Steve 
Rogers by Marvel Studios. 
It is so much more than just 
a comic book turned into a 
series revolving around an 
arch villain. 
 The timeline is shown to 
be right after the Avengers: 
Endgame where Steve Rogers 
has retired and the country 
reels after the loss . Anthony 
Mackie and Sebastian Stan 
reprise their previous roles as 
The Falcon and The Winter 
Soldier respectively. The series 
reflects institutional racism, 
radicalism and the despair of 
hope after the loss of the hero-
figure of America. We see 
the character of Sam Wilson 
struggling under the immense 
weight of Captain America’s 

legacy and contemplate how 
a black man could ever take 
on that shield and protect a 
nation that has for a long time 
abstained from addressing 
the ‘Black America’. These 
disturbing implications follow 
Sam through the episodes. The 
strength of Marvel’s exploration 
of the ingrained racism through 
the eyes of a superhero of 
America comes from the stellar 
writing and sharp direction. 
The treatment of Sam Wilson’s 
narrative is admirable and made 
better by a strong performance 
by Anthony Mackie. The 
Falcon may be clearly called the 
protagonist, but,his is not the 
only story we see in this series. 
James Bucky Barnes (Sebastian 
Stan), the best pal of Captain 
America, who had once gone 
rogue and returned with a spirit 
of service and a metal arm, is 
our second protagonist. The 
audience is gradually introduced 

to his personal antagonist, his 
own past and its mistakes. He 
is shown going about atoning 
his past mistakes and making 
amends for the time he had 
mindlessly served as a Hydra 
assassin. We also see Daniel 
Brühl return as Helmer Zemo 
who is Bucky’s main foe and 
the instigator of Captain 
America’s Civil war. Sebastian 
Stan’s silent and grim portrayal 
of his character in times of 
turmoil and pain proves his 
mettle. Additional characters 
like John Walker, the state 
appointed successor of Captain 
America and Sharon Carter 
only provide depth to the story. 
The Falcon and the Winter 
Soldier perfect in its action 
choreography. Director Kari 
Skogland flawlessly captures 
gritty action moves which are 
signatures of the Russo Brothers 
and the MCU. The skillful 
cinematography is an addition 

to all the spectacular details in 
the series. 
At its crux, The Falcon and the 
Winter Soldier is much more 
than your regular superhero 
series. It is a character study of 
two of Marvel’s future action 
figures. That alone is the 
strength of the show and it 
impeccably sticks to it.



Today I have a confession to 
make. I’m boring!! People love 
to shake a leg, I like to hum to 
myself. They party on New Year’s 
Eve, I prefer a movie marathon. 
Their weekend plans are about 
partying, pubbing, etc., mine is 
reading a book in the comfort 
of my nook with comforting 
music for company. Some of 
us are comfortable with being 
around a mess while some need 
to have everything organized 
and immaculate before we put 
our feet up.
What I’m trying to say is that, 
as people, we all have a different 
perspective on life. Each of 
us likes to live it differently. 
Then why is it that when we 
are different, we are ridiculed 
and are made to feel small for 
no fault of ours? Or even that 

anything that is out of the box is 
hard to accept and unsettling?
What’s worse is that all those 
who are different in terms 
of various aspects such as 
sexual orientation, physical 
and mental abilities, or even 
those with different personality 
traits are made to feel unsure 
and awkward about ourselves. 
The funny bit is, knowing 
everything, we choose to give 
them the power.
It’s exasperating that anything, 
that makes us standout are the 
very things that make us self - 
conscious. For instance, I was 
always told that I spoke pretty 
well. So, I should make it my 
strength. Whereas I, on the 
other hand, preferred to hide 
this side of me all because I was 
too scared of what people might 
think. Time flew and I reached 
college, God sent an angel. It 

was this angel that pulled me 
out of my shell of self-doubt and 
all sorts of complexities. This 
person pushed me to work on 
myself and hone my skills and 
hence these write-ups. This is 
one of my first steps towards 
this. I would like to quote Mark 
Twain here “When we change 
the way we look at things, the 
things we look at change.”
On special occasions, we want 
to stand out and not look run-
of-the-mill. Or even when 
picking up items of home decor. 
We want to make sure that our 
pieces are exclusive. Then why 
don’t we go by the same scheme 
in other spheres? Why do we not 
want to cling on to that so-called 
“comfort zone” and succumb to 
being ordinary?  How boring!!! 
I believe, there is no fun in 
ordinary. Extraordinary and 
unique is where the style 

lies. Picture all those famous 
personalities from different 
fields that we look up to. Why 
do we idealize only a specific 
set of people and the rest go 
unnoticed? It is their talent, 
dedication, and love for their 
craft that sends them on this 
little adventure. They practice, 
practice, and practice while the 
rest, give in. and this is what 
makes them stand out.
Someone once said, “The best 
thing about being different 
is that nobody expects you 
to be the same.” Then maybe 
extraordinary is not as bad 
and scary as it seems, right? So 
why not take a leap of faith and 
work on doing things that really 
matter to us, instead just joining 
the rat race? I would. Would 
you?

“NO ONE EVER MADE A DIFFERENCE
BY BEING LIKE EVERYONE ELSE.”

7 MAY 2021 LEISURE

As we all know due to increasing amount of COVID cases, it’s getting really tough for people to focus on themselves and due to that 
most of us are becoming increasingly anxious. So, I made an illustration of self-care essential which I follow on weekly basis.
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Thy son, father?

You became a two from you,
The day I was born. 
You were now a father. 
A father to a boy they say. 

You see it is very interesting 
about how you cease to be you,
When all of me lives with a tag 
of your shades,
And the allegory of your skin 
drowns me deep into the 
distorted complexions of the 
inside, 
And question the life, am I me 
enough?! 

The inner me runs away from 
everything you want me to be,
You see being a son is 
undeniably a job,
A job I refuse to segment within 
my boundaries.

Your first kiss, your date or sex
Is all now a history,
Then why is my today a poke, a 
tragedy?
All I am today is an essence of 
your prophecy. 

You have built me with all of 
you. 
Yet I am so much of me. 

Undoubtedly, I’m your son-

A rebel, a mistake I might be.
You see, I’m still living to reveal 
a little more of me. 

The relationship you set up with 
revulsion and rancour, 
The Contempt in there starts the 
riot. 

I rejoice to be ridiculous while 
in all of those arguments where 
you were ridiculous about all 
the ridiculous choices I’ve ever 
made. 
You see, I’m a child with endless 
discoveries. 

I see myself burning in the 
flames of these relationships.
It gets harder to find peace. 
I guess addiction to this 
abnormal life is all I need.
As I will always be a little more 
of me. 

I admit I’m not invincible,
Yet I surpass the thought of 
evolving,
Is it really important to take 
shapes?
When all that matters is giving a 
happy end to every story. 
I will wait, always for a better 
you 
As I will never become any 
more of you.

Raunak Jain
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KERC APPROVES 40 PAISA HIKE PER UNIT: 
ELECTRICITY BILLS TO RISE MONTHLY 

resulted due to the undecided 
settlement of Karnataka Power 
Transmission Corporation Lim-
ited (KPTCL) appeal before the 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity 
(ATE) against KERC order and 

  

the code of conduct for by polls to 
RR Nagar and Sira assembly seats.
 However the KERC has ap-
proved uniform increase across 
all ESCOMS in Hukkeri, there is 

-

crease in energy charge ranges 
from 20 to 25 paisa per unit across 
all categories except for Banga-
lore Metro, Battery Charging 
Station for electric vehicles, be-
sides an increase of 50 paisa per 
unit for temporary installations.

more than 11k defaulters

    angalore  : Bruhat      Bengaluru
       Mahanagara Palike( BBMP) 
has found a handy way to deal 
with violators of COVID-19 
protocols;
 over the past week, it has 

11,624 individuals and has 
collected Rs. 5.2 lakh worth 

especially, have been said to be 
standing tall in terms of cas-
es booked for violation of the 

protocols ranging from fail-
ure to abide by the rule of so-
cial distancing to negligence of 
the use of face masks amongst 

reduced by Rs. 250, sever-

in the number of violations. 
-

tion of Bengaluru's stance on 
COVID-19 which has the po-

the situation of the pandemic 
in the crucial months ahead.

Metro line construction: Af-
fected families to get reha-
bilitation

angalore: Bangalore Metro  R-
ail   Corporation    Limited

(BMRCL) is set to displace 
about 100 families in Lak-
kasandra slum as the area has 
been said to be marked for 
metro line projects. Estimates 
reveal that the corporation will 
spend Rs.4.5 lakhs per fami-

them to Kudlu. Namma Met-
ro is embarking on an under-
ground project of construct-
ing a tunnel under Phase Two 

from Dairy Circle to Nagawara.  

claimed to be resident in this 
area, reports from surveys 
conducted by experts reveal 
that only 101 families are eli-
gible for rehabilitation. For the 
past one year, BMRCL is said 
to have been struggling to ac-
quire approximately 5 acres 
at Lakkasandra where people 

which are currently under the 
government’s control.
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