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According to the Union Health Ministry, India has also been the fastest to achieve this a�er the USA, taking 34 days to reach the land-
mark. �e government announced in early January that its goal was to vaccinate 300 million people by August 2021. 8.4 million People 
received the vaccine in the �rst month, which is less than a quarter of what is needed to stay on pace for that goal. Around 1.9 lakh 
people were vaccinated on January 16th, the �rst day when doses were administered. However, only 4% of them returned for their 
second doses when they were summoned four weeks later. �e government has set a deadline of March 1, 2021, to complete the vacci-
nation of the frontline workers across India. �e decline in COVID-19 cases nationwide and doubts about the vaccines’ e�cacy are 
among the reasons behind the public’s hesitance about getting vaccinated. According to Dr. Chandrakant Lahariya, a New Delhi-based 
epidemiologist, the uptake would be di�erent had the vaccine been available during the peak of the pandemic as there is a reduced 
perception of COVID-19’s threat now. India’s daily case average has dropped to 12,000 and 13,193 new cases were registered on Febru-
ary 19, 2021. Dr. N.K. Arora, a member of the Indian Council of Medical Research’s task force, has stated that the present pace of vacci-
nation across the country was deliberately kept low to monitor the system for any issues. “Till now, we are inoculating around 5 lakh 
people daily which will soon be jacked up to 50-70 lakh bene�ciaries every day,” said Dr. Arora. To meet this new goal, the government 
is planning to set up 50,000 to 1 lakh new vaccination centers. �e priority groups to receive the vaccines include healthcare workers 
and frontline workers, followed by those aged over 50 years and younger people with comorbidities.
 

s of February 19, 2021, India has so far surpassed one crore cumulative doses of COVID-19 administered to healthcare  and front-
line workers. India ranks third in the world of the vaccination drive against the virus, a�er the USA and the UK.
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Minister CN Ashwathnarayan 
has announced the date for the 
Common Entrance Test (CET).  
CN Ashwathnarayan 
announced on February 20, 
2021, saying “�e Karnataka 
Common Entrance Test 
(KCET) 2021 for professional 
programs will be held on July 7 
and 8   respectively” �e Karna-
taka Examination Authority 
(KEA) will be conducting the 
exam, for admission to profes-
sional courses in State insti-
tutes. KCET is essentially a pen 
and paper test; further details 
of the examination are made 
available on the o�cial website. 
As per the schedule of the 
KCET 2021, the examination 
for biology is to be held on July 
7 followed by mathematics, 
physics, and chemistry held on 
July 8. �e Kanada language 
test for other states and border 
regions will be conducted on 
July 9. MR Narayan Minister of 
higher education stated that 
“�e dates have been �nalized 
considering the schedule of 
CET conducted by other States, 
time table of the second year 
PUC Examinations in Karnata-
ka and the CBSE time table”. 
Deputy Chief Minister CN 
Ashwathnarayan con�rmed the 
news of the KCET on his Twit-
ter handle.

E
Kumar has announced that the 
physical mode of learning for 
classes 6 to 8 will commence 
from February 22, 2021. �is is 
coming a�er the schools have 
been shut down for 11 months 
since March 2020 due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. �e schools 
will be reopening all across 
Karnataka, barring the Bengalu-
ru district and Kerala border, 
where schools will reopen 
merely for students of class 8. 
According to the guidelines 

issued by the Karnataka govern-
ment, students appearing for 
physical classes at schools will be 
required to present a Covid-19 
negative test before entering the 
school premises for the safety of 
sta� and other students. �e 
state government has already 
resumed the physical classes for 
10th and 12th standard students 
taking into account the impend-
ing board examinations. �e 
colleges and universities in 
Karnataka likewise were already 
reopened by the state govern-
ment on January 15, 2021.

KARNATAKA 
CET 2021 
DATES AN-
NOUNCED

Myanmar’s Tryst with Democracy

Schools to Reopen for Classes 6 to 8
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O 
arrested by the military. Almost immediately, the 
civilian leader’s followers took to the streets, 

protesting for her release and the restoration of 
democracy. �is contemporary protest seems to 
mirror the country’s ‘8888 uprising’, which was a 
similar protest against the junta (military) dicta-
torship on August 8, 1988. �is movement was 
spearheaded by the previous generation of 
Burmese people.
 
�e recent protest encompasses beatings, arrests, 
water cannons, and live ammunition. Maung 
Saungkha, an activist says, “Some people are 
demanding the military accept the 2020 election 
result and restore democracy.” With new charges 
being served to seventy-�ve-year-old Suu Kyi, 
citizens are growing uneasy by the second; the 
junta dictatorship is not a pleasant past for the 
people of Myanmar.
 
Myanmar’s 10-year tryst with democracy seems 
to have had a profound e�ect on its citizens, who 
now dream of a true democracy. �ey say, “For 
this revolution to be successful, everyone needs 
to participate."

n February 1, 2021, Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
former State Counsellor of Myanmar, was 

ducation Minister of Karna-
taka Suryanarayana Suresh



W 
under the spotlight for various reasons. One of the main reasons 
for this is that Twitter has been accused of not complying with the 
government and its orders to ban accounts that were spreading 
misinformation regarding the farmers’ protest and the new Agri-
cultural laws. When asked why this was not done, Twitter replied 
by saying that it believed some of the blocking orders were not 
consistent with Indian law. It said it would not block accounts of 
journalists, activists, and politicians. �is has prompted the Gov-
ernment to dra� rules aimed at regulating all social media apps, 
news websites, and OTT platforms. �ese rules will now revolve 
around a self-regulatory mechanism that will include a code of 
ethics and regular compliance reports.
In India, Facebook has around 33.6 crore accounts, while 
WhatsApp has over 40 crore downloads, Twitter with 7 crore 
accounts and so India generates a lot of revenue for these compa-
nies. �is goes a long way in showing the extent of control social 
media has over private information, and its power to in�uence 
users, as well as impact society. �at said India also does not have 

apps that are as global or popular as these American social media 
apps. 
�e Indian entrepreneurs and innovators are known for develop-
ing various apps in di�erent digital �elds such as Paytm, Ola, 
Zomato, Swiggy, Flipkart and Myntra, and many other apps in the 
sectors of digital payment, online grocery, video streaming, etc. 
But when it comes to Social Networking Sites, India, unfortunately, 
has little to show.
Despite those facts, the Indian Government has already made a 
dra� to regulate social media, OTT platforms, and news websites. 
�e companies will have 36 hours to remove content �agged by a 
court or by any other designated body. With the inclusion of these 
rules, these platforms will have to follow a code of ethics and 
submit regular compliance reports. 
�is will also warn users about what is allowed and what is not. 
OTT platform has recently taken o� in India and is now preferred 
to the cinema by moviemakers because it gives them more freedom 
of expression and a space to be creative with no regulations. Taking 
the control of OTT will only make it similar to the Censor board 
regulating the �lm industries, say some movie makers.

Government to Regulate Social Media Apps,  
OTT Platforms
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ith the current event one of which includes the farmers’ 
protest, social media apps such as Twitter have been put
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C
governments, election of new leaders, and the pandemic. �ere 
have been changes in Earth’s climate throughout history, in the last 
650,000 years. �e unexpected end of the last ice age about 11,700 
years ago marked the beginning of the modern climate era and our 
civilization; these various climatic changes have been attributed to 
the variations in the orbit of the earth. Between 2000 and 2019, 
over 475,000 people lost their lives as a direct result of more than 
11,000 extreme weather events globally. 
In 2019 monsoon continued for a month longer from June to the 
end of September. 110% of the long-period average was recorded. 
Flooding caused by heavy rain was responsible for 1,800 deaths 
across 14 states and led to the displacement of 1.8 million people. 
Overall, 11.8 million people were a�ected by the intense monsoon, 
India faced eight tropical cyclones and six of the eight tropical 
cyclones intensi�ed and became severe. �e extremely severe 
cyclone Fani a�ected 28 million people, killing nearly 90 people in 
India and Bangladesh. �e Ministry of Earth and Sciences predict 
in their �rst comprehensive report the change caused by global 

warming in the climate of India and the shi� in climate patterns by 
the end of the century. India’s average temperature rose by around 
0.7 degrees Celsius between 1901 and 2018. �is increase in 
surface temperatures will result in droughts for some regions. It 
will also intensify rainfall and severe cyclones in others causing 
large parts of India to experience �oods. 2020 was dubbed as the 
warmest year due to the heat �ares all over the world.
Steps have been put into action to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions to avert associated risks to the population, ecosystems, and 
economy. According to research by Professor Mansour Almazroui 
from the King Abdulaziz University in Saudi Arabia, Annual mean 
temperatures across India are likely to increase by 4.2 degrees 
Celsius under a high emission scenario by the end of the 21st 
century.  India has been heavily impacted by the various changes 
in the climate which has raised various concerns for the future. 
�e Indian government has established various plans to combat 
climate change and global warming, while the growing population 
in the country poses an issue for natural resources, several 
schemes have been set into motion to reduce the risks and work 
towards a better future.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACT ON 
THE FUTURE

Ayesha Fathima

limate change has always been a pressing matter for many 
decades, while the world is recovering from the rise and fall of



World Trade Organization Gets new DG
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also holds the citizenship of the United States was the former Nigerian Minister of Finance and one-time minis-
ter for Foreign A�airs. Dr. Ngozi who is expected to o�cially take o�ce on 1 March 2021, will become the �rst 
woman and the �rst African to be chosen as Director-General of the Organization, an o�ce she is expected to 
occupy till 31 August 2025.
Speaking on her appointment, the General Council Chair, David Walker of New Zealand who, together with 
co-facilitators Amb. Dacio Castillo (Honduras) and Amb. Harald Aspelund (Iceland) led the nine-month DG 
selection process, congratulated Iweala on her new appointment, and appreciated her patience all through the 
selection process. David Walker added that he is con�dent that the new DG will have a successful tenure as he 
gave assurance of his support and the cooperation of other members of the organization. He further added, “I 
am certain that all members will work with you constructively during your tenure as Director-General to shape 
the future of this organization,”
Speaking on her appointment, Iweala commended her co-contestant with whom she participated in the selec-
tion process. She said, “I would like to pay tribute to the seven other highly quali�ed candidates for having 
come forward to participate in this selection process. �e energy and dedication they brought to the process 
enriched it and underscored our shared belief in the ability of the multilateral trading system to make a signi�-
cant contribution to the expansion of the global economy for the bene�t of all Members.” 
She further said that her priority will be to combat the ongoing pandemic stressing the indispensability of team 
spirit to make this a reality. “A strong WTO is vital if we are to recover fully and rapidly from the devastation 
wrought by the COVID-19 pandemic. I look forward to working with members to shape and implement the 
policy responses we need to get the global economy going again. Our organization faces many great challenges 
but by working together we can collectively make the WTO stronger, more agile, and better adapted to the reali-
ties of today.” She concluded.

he General-Council of the World Trade Organization on February 15 2021 in a consensus agreement 
selected Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala of Nigeria as the organization’s seventh Director-General. Iweala who 



Teams aim for fast bowling resources: 
IPL Auction 2021
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Rajasthan Royals (RR). �e Proteas All-rounder Morris who 
bagged 10 crores in the previous auction represented Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore (RCB) and was later released from the squad 
following a decent outing. �e two emerging pacers, Kyle Jamie-
son (Rs. 15 crores) and Jhye Richardson (Rs. 14 crores) hit jack-
pots as they were bought by RCB and PBKS respectively. 
Glenn Maxwell also fetched a mammoth of Rs. 14.25 crore and 
will be a part of RCB this season while Moeen Ali (Rs. 7 crores) 
was picked by Chennai Super Kings (CSK) who missed the 
services of an o�-spin all-rounder last year. Karnataka‘s K 
Gowtham (Rs. 9.25 crore) who was bought by CSK became the 
most priced Indian uncapped player whereas Riley Meredith (Rs 8 
crores) was sold to Punjab Kings (PBKS) making him the most 
expensive overseas cricketer signed at the auction. �e New Wall 
of Indian Test Team Cheteshwar Pujara (Rs. 50 Lakhs) will don 
CSK’s jersey this year. Few Indian youngsters who made it big at 
this auction were M Shahrukh Khan (Rs. 5.25 crore) to PBKS and 
Chetan Sakariya (1.2 crores) to RR.

hris Morris became the costliest player in the history of IPL 
a�er being picked at a whopping amount of 16.25 crore by 

L
Ludo is a combination of 4 di�erent life stories which is shown with the 
concept of the 4 di�erent colors of the ludo board (green, blue, red, and 
yellow). �e �rst story features Rajkummar Rao as Alok “Alu” Kumar 
Gupta and Fatima Sana Shaikh as Pinky Jain. Alu is Pinky's lover and can 
do anything for Pinky. �e second one has Abhishek Bachchan as 
Batukeshwar “Bittu” Tiwari and a girl child. Bittu is released from jail 
a�er six years only to realize that his wife and little daughter have moved 
away. 

�e third is the story of a couple who are Rohit Suresh Saraf as Rahul 
Awasthi and Pearle Maaney as Sheeja �omas. Sheeja is a Malayali nurse 
who only knows Malayalam and Rahul is a struggling young boy from a 
small city who is constantly bullied by his boss. �e fourth one is with 
Aditya Roy Kapur as Akash Chauhan and Sanya Malhotra as Shruti 
Choksi. Overall, it's a good culmination of all the characters in a single 
�lm. It has a good climax and the movie starts and ends with the game of 
ludo.

Ludo
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MOVIE REVIEW

udo is the Hindi language, Black comedy crime �lm which was 
released on Net�ix in November 2020. Directed by Anurag Basu, 



HOROSCOPE
Love relationships will be volatile till the last week of the month. 
Family a�airs present a delightful picture. Prospects for health, 
�nance, and profession are fabulous. Business and educational 

activities present a di�cult picture.
Lucky Color: Red, White, and Yellow

Lucky Month: March and October
Lucky Number: 9, 6, 24, 33

Venus and Mars will make love life both romantic and passionate. 
Family a�airs will be pleasant. Health will be excellent, but 
�nances and career prospects are quite bleak. Students will excel 
in their studies.
Lucky Colour: Orange and White
Lucky Month: August
Lucky Number: 4, 6, 9

Professional obligations will not hinder the love life of married 
persons. Children will do well in their activities. Professional 
development will be great, while �nances are bleak. Travel 
engagements will be very productive.
Lucky Colour: Orange, White, and Red
Lucky Month: March and November
Lucky Number: 1, 4, 2, 7, 11, 22

Venus and Mercury will help your love life during the latter half 
of the month. Health will create a few problems. Financial 
prospects are bene�cial, buta  career will pose quite a few 
problems. Travel engagements will be futile.
Lucky Colour: Yellow and Orange
Lucky Month: October, November, and December
Lucky Number: 5, 3, 8, 12, 33, 41, 44

Married life will be eventful with plenty of socializing. Health 
prospects are quite negative. �e family environment will be 
highly delightful. Businessmen will have a pro�table month. 
Professionals will have attitudinal problems. 
Lucky Colour: Purple and Black
Lucky Month: April and September
Lucky Number: 6, 23, 35, 42

Planets have decided to give you a wonderful time this month. 
Marital life will be quite blissful during the last week. Health 
prospects are good. Family relationships will be stressful. Financ-
es and careers will face a few obstacles. Travel engagements will 
be a loss-making proposition. 
Lucky Colour: Blue and Purple
Lucky Month: February and June
Lucky Number: 3, 7, 9, 12, 16, 18

Planetary in�uences are not favorable this month. Financial 
a�airs will hinder marital love during the latter half. Health will 
not pose any problems. Financial life will be prosperous. Profes-
sionals will toil hard with few bene�ts. Traveling will be very 
much bene�cial. 
Lucky Colour: Yellow and Orange
Lucky Month: September and October
Lucky Number: 3, 7, 12, 34, 43

Taurus persons will be able to enlarge their social circle with their 
charming personalities. Single Bulls can �nd love during the �rst 
three weeks of the month if they are bold enough. Health prospects 
are wonderful, but family a�airs will be volatile. Finances will be 

regulated, and careers will be problematic.
Lucky Colour: Green

Lucky Month: May
Lucky Number: 5, 6, 32, 33, 41

�e month is not encouraging for social activities. Love life will be 
wonderful with scope for pregnancy. Health prospects are encourag-
ing. Career and �nances may face some stormy weather. Travel 

activities are quite bene�cial.
Lucky Colour: White, Silver, Red and Lemon Yellow

Lucky Month: April and November
Lucky Number: 2, 9

�e month is not favorable for social activities. Marriages will see 
hiccups and more communication is required. Health and family 
a�airs will be fantastic. Career prospects will be wonderful, but 

�nances will be problematic.
Lucky Color: Red, Orange, and Gold

Lucky Month: July
Lucky Number: 1, 5, 9, 32, 45

March 2021 promises to be an excellent month for Virgo individuals. 
Jupiter and Saturn will boost your career prospects. Your spouse will 
dominate your married life. Health will be wonderful, but �nances 

will face di�culties.
Lucky Colour: Green, White, Yellow, and Blue

Lucky Month: May and July
Lucky Number: 5, 7, 15, 

Saturn and Jupiter will help your life activities a�er the 20th of the 
month. Mars and Venus will help single persons to �nd love. Health 
and family relationships will be under the weather. Career future will 

be excellent, and �nances present a stark picture.
Lucky Colour: Green and Yellow
Lucky Month: June and October

Lucky Number: 5, 6

Pisces: February 19–March 20

Aquarius: January 20–February 18

Capricorn: December 22–January 19

Sagittarius: November 22–December 21

 Scorpio: October 24–November 21

Libra: September 23–October 23

Virgo: August 23–September 22

Leo: July 23–August 22

Cancer: June 22–July 22

Gemini: May 21–June 21

Taurus: April 20–May 20

Aries: March 21–April 19
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KERC APPROVES 40 PAISA HIKE PER UNIT: 
ELECTRICITY BILLS TO RISE MONTHLY 

resulted due to the undecided 
settlement of Karnataka Power 
Transmission Corporation Lim-
ited (KPTCL) appeal before the 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity 
(ATE) against KERC order and 

  

the code of conduct for by polls to 
RR Nagar and Sira assembly seats.
 However the KERC has ap-
proved uniform increase across 
all ESCOMS in Hukkeri, there is 

-

crease in energy charge ranges 
from 20 to 25 paisa per unit across 
all categories except for Banga-
lore Metro, Battery Charging 
Station for electric vehicles, be-
sides an increase of 50 paisa per 
unit for temporary installations.

more than 11k defaulters

    angalore  : Bruhat      Bengaluru
       Mahanagara Palike( BBMP) 
has found a handy way to deal 
with violators of COVID-19 
protocols;
 over the past week, it has 

11,624 individuals and has 
collected Rs. 5.2 lakh worth 

especially, have been said to be 
standing tall in terms of cas-
es booked for violation of the 

protocols ranging from fail-
ure to abide by the rule of so-
cial distancing to negligence of 
the use of face masks amongst 

reduced by Rs. 250, sever-

in the number of violations. 
-

tion of Bengaluru's stance on 
COVID-19 which has the po-

the situation of the pandemic 
in the crucial months ahead.

Metro line construction: Af-
fected families to get reha-
bilitation

angalore: Bangalore Metro  R-
ail   Corporation    Limited

(BMRCL) is set to displace 
about 100 families in Lak-
kasandra slum as the area has 
been said to be marked for 
metro line projects. Estimates 
reveal that the corporation will 
spend Rs.4.5 lakhs per fami-

them to Kudlu. Namma Met-
ro is embarking on an under-
ground project of construct-
ing a tunnel under Phase Two 

from Dairy Circle to Nagawara.  

claimed to be resident in this 
area, reports from surveys 
conducted by experts reveal 
that only 101 families are eli-
gible for rehabilitation. For the 
past one year, BMRCL is said 
to have been struggling to ac-
quire approximately 5 acres 
at Lakkasandra where people 

which are currently under the 
government’s control.


