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Hundred Years of Media Education: Decoding the South 
Asia Mystique

IInstitute of International Journalism, Ohio University, USA; Dr 
Anamika Ray Memorial Trust and Institute of Media Studies and 
Research, India organized the inaugural International Web-Convention 
commemorating the 100 Years of Media Education in the region. �e 
two day web convention which was also described as �rst of its kind was 
tagged Hundred Years of Media Education Decoding the South Asia 
Mystique held on 19th and 20th of December 2020 had in attendance 
several stakeholders in the education sector from across the globe.
�is event was held in collaboration with industries, media institutions, 
associations and lots more some of which includes; Public Relations 
Council of India,  Global Risk Journalism Hub, Department of Media 
Studies, Jain (Deemed-to-be University), Anna University Chennai, 
Bangalore University, SDJF Colombo to mention but a few.
Sessions in the convention were spearheaded by academicians in the 
�eld of Media and Journalism which cut across regions from the conti-

nents of the world. �e Plenary Session IV on Media Education for 
Subaltern Voices as chaired by Dr. Padmasiri Wanigasundera, of Sri 
Lanka Development Journalist Forum (SDJF) shed light on issues with 
respect to the socially and economically deprived groups in the society, 
whose access to media education and media in general is said to have 
been denied as a result of socio-political reasons.
 
Prof. B. K. Ravi, Professor and Chairperson, Department of Communi-
cation, of Bangalore University in his opinion said, “Media education 
has become a mirage for the marginalized fractions of the society.” 
Lamenting that commercialization has been prioritized in the media 
today, Prof. Ravi stressed that “media education should be regulated in 
such a way that the marginalized too could be equal bene�ciaries.”Vari-
ous researchers and media scholars, some of which are from the Depart-
ment of Media Studies, Jain (Deemed-to-be University) as well present-
ed their research papers at the conference.

n a bid to mark the centenary of media education in South Asia, the 
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Aero India 2021 to be 
Hybrid Aerospace Exhibi-
tion 
Abhiruchi Rout

place from 3rd to 5th February 
at the Air Force Station in 

event will be conducted in 
both physical and virtual 

hybrid Aerospace and Defence 
exhibition. Unlike the usual 

been shortened down to three 
days due to Covid-19 
pandemic and the tickets have 
been issued under two 

viewing area.’ People who will 
be attending the event 
physically have to adhere to 
the Covid guidelines that have 
been issued for Aero India. 
About 570 exhibitors from all 
over India have enrolled 

online) have 24/7 access to the 

virtual exhibition where they 
are given the opportunity to 
ask about products, participate 
in meetings virtually and watch 
the live demonstration of the 
show, among the other 
activities. In view of the 
ravaging pandemic and as a 
measure for crowd control at 
the exhibition areas, only 
15,000 people are said to be 
allowed in the Air Display 
Visual Area. In view of the 
ravaging pandemic and as a 
measure for crowd control at 
the exhibition areas, only 
15,000 people are said to be 
allowed in the Air Display 
Visual Area. 

Minister and Higher Educa- 
tion Minister CN Ashwath 
Narayan proposed on January 
20, 2021, that undergraduate, 
postgraduate, and engineer- 

-ing colleges will reopen from 
October for the academic year 

chancellors has planned 6-day 
work-weeks with no semester 

have advances depending on 

the advances depending on the 
summer season of the univer- 
sities in the state of Karnataka. 

has been chalked out for the 
academic year 2020-2021 and 
2021-2022, taking into account 

UGC stipulation of a minimum 
of 90 working days in a 
semester has been taken into 
consideration,” said Deputy 
Chief Minister CN Ashwath 

students have access to virtual 
classrooms and virtual 
conferences all the time despite 
physical classes running 
simultaneously. 
Vice Chancellors feel that it will 
take more than two years for 
colleges and programs to run 
according to their pre- 
COVID-19 schedules. Classes 

Karnataka are likely to begin 

are released based on the 
current Covid-19 conditions 
and might go through certain 
changes over time with the 
count of coronavirus cases 
around and vaccine success rate 
in the country and state. 

Farmers to plan Tractor 
Rally for Republic Day in 
Bengaluru 

farmers protesting in Delhi, 
Karnataka farmers have 
planned a tractor rally on 
January 26, the republic day. 

Raitha Sangha (KRRS), Mr 
Kodihalli Chandrashekar stated 

10,000 tractors participating in 
the parade on January 26. 
Around 25,000 farmers will 
enter Bengaluru and reach 
Freedom Park through the 
main roads of the city via 
Yeshwanthpur and 

said to be held from 
Nelamangala to Bengaluru, the 
parade will begin as soon as the 

parade will begin as soon as the 
chief minister hoists the 

Mysore and other districts will 
be taking part in the rally. 
Farmers from Chamarajanagar 

well to participate in the rally. 
According to the Karnataka 
State Sugarcane Farmers 
Association’s President 
Kurubur Shantha Kumar, a 
delegation of farmers led by 
leader Manje Gowda have also 
joined the rally. Mr 
Chandrashekar has also 
expressed that this rally will be a 
united farmers movement.

Ayesha Fathima

Karnataka College Reopening: 
New Acedemic Year From Octo-
ber 2021

Khushi M. P 

The board of Vice Chief 
along with Deputy Chief 

T he 13th edition of Aero 
India is going to take 

Karnataka: As a show of 
support for their fellow 

With the increase in research 
geard towards the discovery of 
the vaccines, some of the 
colleges based on the directives 
of the State government have 
considered it safe to reopen for 
the physical learning mode. 



Biden-Harris’ Inauguration: A New Beginning for the 
United States of America

Internet Shortdown in Uganda amidst Presidential Elec-
tions

A Binding Festival: Makar Sankranti

�e long awaited and much 
expected transition of power from 
the Trump-Pence administration 
to the Biden-Harris administra-
tion became a reality on 20, Janu-
ary 2020 amidst tight security at 
the US capitol where the dignitar-
ies were gathered for the memora-
ble inauguration exercise. Recall 
that the United States went for the 
presidential poll on November 3, 
2020 where Joe Biden, the candi-
date of the democrat party had a 
landslide victory against the 
incumbent President who only 
pulled a total of 74 million votes, a 
result Trump had since contested 
against in the court of law without 
success. Refusal of Trump to 
accept the result of the election 
based on various allegations of 
fraud and electoral malpractices 
which the outgoing President 
failed to substantiate with facts. 

�is has since led to various 
violent and chaotic events in the 
�rst world country, one of which is 
the January 6 insurrection at the 
US capitol aimed at disrupting the 
�nal rati�cation of the result of the 
election by members of the 
congress.  �is alleged incitement 
and insurrection occasioned the 
impeachment of Trump for the 
second time at the house of repre-
sentative and also le� him with the 
possibility of being forever banned 
from holding any political o�ce 
again in the US should the senate 
vote in favor of this. Whichever 
way, January 20, 2021 was the 
dawn of a new administration in 
the United States as Biden o�cial-
ly took the oath of o�ce as the 
46th president of the United States 
and Kamala Harris respectively as 
the �rst female Vice President of 
the country. In his Inaugural 

speech, the new President appreci-
ated his predecessors and thanked 
all Americans for making the right 
choice in giving him their man-
date for the next four years. He 
promised to be the President of all 
regardless of political a�liations, 
race or gender and as well pleaded 
with Americans for their unity 
and cooperation in the bid to 
making America great again. 
Stressing further that he will be 
the President of all, Biden said “I 
pledge this to you: I will be a Presi-
dent for all Americans, I will �ght 
as hard for those who did not 
support me as for those who did. I 
understand that many Americans 
view the future with some fear and 
trepidation. I understand they 
worry about their jobs, about 
taking care of their families, about 
what comes next, I get it. But the 
answer is not to turn inward, to 

retreat into competing factions, 
distrusting those who don’t look 
like you do, or worship the way 
you do, or don’t get their news 
from the same sources you do. We 
must end this uncivil war that pits 
red against blue, rural versus 
urban, conservative versus liberal. 
We can do this if we open our 
souls instead of hardening our 
hearts.”
�ough Donald Trump, the 
immediate past President was not 
present at the ceremony as earlier 
vowed, other ex-Presidents 
present for the inauguration the 
likes of Clinton, Bush and Obama 
from the GOP and DOP respec-
tively wished Biden and Harris a 
successful administration and 
pledged their support for the 
success of the administration in 
whichever way it might be needed.

Uganda geared up for the Presi-
dential Elections this year with the 
current long term, President 
Yoweri Museveni going against 
Robert Kyagulanyi (Bobi Wine) 
and other contenders on the 14th 
and 15th of January. Ugandan 
Communications Communication 
ordered all network providers to 
cut o� the Internet services from 
Wednesday 7pm (the night before 
the election) until further notice. 

According to an anonymous insid-
er, the internet blackout was done 
in retaliation to the alleged 
deletion of Pro-Government Face-
book accounts due to them seek-
ing to manipulate the election 
result. Another reason for the 
cuto� was due to the question of 
national security. However, the 
social media cuto� has been one of 
the main tactics used by the ruling 
government in order to cut back 

on the opposition as it was also 
previously done in the 2016 gener-
al elections. �e usual ban on 
social media sites during the 
election periods has since le� 
residents of the country with no 
other alternative than to rely on 
the Virtual Private Networks 
(VPNs), however this time VPNs 
were also blocked along with the 
internet, therefore keeping every-
one in the dark. Information about 

the elections and its results were 
provided through traditional 
media outlets such as newspapers, 
television and radio, which are 
under the control of Museveni. 
�ough the internet was partially 
restored a�er 100 hours of it being 
disconnected, however the ban on 
social media was still intact as at 
the time of �ling this report.  

On January 14 2020, countless kites �ew high up in the sky as the Indian 
subcontinent celebrated Makar Sankranti. Also called Lohri in Punjab, 
Magh Bihu in Assam, �ai Pongal in Tamil Nadu, and Sankranti in 
Maharashtra, the festival is celebrated to mark the winter solstice. 
Bon�res, kite �ying, fairs, dance, Gau- pooja, Surya pooja, and feasts, 
among others are the prominent elements that are a part of the festival.
Dedicated to the Sun God, Makar Sankranti is celebrated by Hindus. 
�ey take a dip in holy rivers like Godavari, Krishna, Ganga, Yamuna, 
and Kaveri. Bathing in these holy rivers on the auspicious day of the 
festival is believed to absolve the devotees from their past sins. Hindus 
across India celebrate the festival in slightly di�erent ways following 

their regional traditions. But the delectable commonality lies in the 
preparation of the sticky sweet called Tilgul, which is an amalgamation 
of sesame (til) and jaggery (gur). In many states of India, variations of 
sweet and spicy Pongal are made, which is perfect for the cool weather 
across the country.
Unbeknownst to many, Makar Sankranti is also celebrated beyond 
India! �e festival is celebrated as Songkran in �ailand, �ingyan in 
Myanmar, Mohan Songkran in Cambodia, and Maghe Sankrat in Nepal. 
It is wonderful how one festival can bind so many people across not just 
the Indian subcontinent, but in a major chunk of Asia as well.
Indeed, this festival shall continue for centuries to come.

Samuel Edu

Navya Garikapati

Nitika K
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The Growth of Telemedicine Industry in India 
during the Pandemic

button, it is no surprise that 
even a specialized medical 
consultancy or a clinical exami- 
nation could be done online. 

created many challenges on 
traditional healthcare systems, 
as citizens have not been able to 
consult with the doctors physi- 
cally. During this troubled 
period, the telemedicine indus- 
try helps in the dissemination 
of specialized knowledge 
among the medical community 
through advanced networks, 
reviews and emergency medi- 
cal consultations during epi- 
demic or crises among others. 
According to a report by 
Practo, online medical 
consultations have increased 

crore Indians are now 
accessing healthcare online 
amidst the Covid 19 pandemic.

I
PV Vyshnavi

n an era where everything is 
available at the click of a 

DocPrime,mFine, CallHealth 
and Lybrate are some of the 
leading telemedicine startups, 
while other small startups are 
looking to make it in the 
industry that is currently on the 

in India is expected to reach 
$5.4 Billion by 2025 with a 
CAGR of 31%. Innovative  
technologies are allowing 
health organizations to enhan- 
ce the access and reduce the 
burden on hospitals through 
real time consultation with 
doctors through smartphones, 
tablets, laptops or PCs. 
Telemedicine will reduce the 
time of consultations and 
improve the quality of 
healthcare services in rural 
areas, removing many of 
infrastructural challenges.
While the World Health 
Organization (WHO) recom- 
mends every country to have a 
ratio of 1:1000 doctor to 
patient, India only has one 

governmental doctor for every 
1,139 people. According to the 
report, India has a shortage of   
600 thousand doctors and 2 

resulted into problems such as 
limited face to face consul- 
tations among patients.Which 
is why online consultation can 
help with providing everyone 

healthcare providers, specia- 
lized consultation, accurate 
prognosis, timely diagnosis and 

time interactions through video 
conferencing, while storing and 
forwarding models which can 
capture patient and disease 
related information through 
dictation, photos, videos, 
radiology, etc. In the wake of 
the ongoing pandemic, 
telemedicine proves to be an 

not only the health-care 
provider but the patients as 

well. Telemedicine can also be 
used for providing psycho- 
logical support to patients and 
their  family members without 
getting exposed to the infection. 
During COVID-19 pandemic, 
telemedicine can also help in 
reducing the burden on the 
tertiary hospitals by providing 
diagnosis and treatment to 
patients in their own 
geographical location and 
reducing chances of patient's 
exposure due to hospital 
visits.While India is already one 
of the top 10 countries in the 
telemedicine market in the 
world, adoption of a regulatory 
framework will help the 
segment grow rapidly. Besides 
telemedicine, other healthtech 
segments such as online 
pharmacy, medicine technol- 
ogy and medical devices have 
also had a rise due to the 
ongoing Covid 19 pandemic.

Companies like Practo and 

Credibility of Influencers on Social Media 

T
is already quite powerful, but 
it is only likely to grow in the 
coming years. According to 

marking is expected to reach 
$15 billion by 2022.

Business Insider Intelligence 
estimates, based on Mediakik 

data – but the report also noted 
that the market is one in 

continue to evolve strategies 
accordingly to stay relevant. A 
bigger concern for consumers 
isn't who is doing the 

have when it comes to 
marketing products. Currently 

there is almost no oversight on 

despite the fact that they are 
paid for their "work" on social 
media platforms. Trust for 

however, at least when it comes 
to the products they are touting 

need to do their due diligence if 
they want to sustain their 

average, 61% of respondents 

research the products or 
services they shared on their 
platforms. However, 78% of 
respondents even said it was 

share their own products on 
social media, while 72% 
suggested it was appropriate 

products in general – even if 
they were paid to promote it.
Yet, 62% of respondents agreed 
that it was unethical for 

products that they didn't 
actually use themselves. 
Moreover, 82% of respondents 

should absolutely disclose any 
history of personal use when 
promoting a product, while 

should also disclose any side 

Ananya Roy 



Fair of Crafts - Odisha CM  Inaugurates “Toshali” in 
Bhubaneswar

BMela was initiated for all intents and purposes by Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik in the Capital city of Odisha, Bhubaneswar 
on 21st January, 2021. Encouraging guests to follow the Covid-19 
conventions, Mr Patnaik said that the Toshali Cra�s Mela has 
changed into one of the most mainstream handloom and handi-
works fairs in Eastern India. 

At the event, the Handlooms, Textiles and Handicra�s Minister 
Padmini Dian congratulated three cra�smen with the State Hand-
icra�s Award 2019. �e three acclaimed cra�smen were Divyajy-
oti Behera (stone chiseling)), Dilip Kumar Swain (palm leaf etch-
ing) and Priyanka Patra (earthenware). Seven cra�smen, Susant 
Kumar Das and Nityananda Sa (stone chiseling), Ronibala Moha-
patra (pattachitra), Nirmal Chandra Das (palm leaf etching), 
Suresh Chandra Mohapatra (applique) and Kuni Patra (coir 
make) were given the State Kalakruti Award. 

More than 250 stalls are set up at the Janata Maidan for displaying 
the best handloom and cra�ed works from the nation over. While 
a greater part of 170 stalls are showing Odisha materials and 
artworks, the other 80 stalls come from di�erent states. O�cial 
sources said that all measures required to guarantee the Covid-19 
security rules are followed at the event. �e exhibition is open for 
the public from 2 pm to 9 pm and will proceed till February 4.
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HUBANESWAR: �e annually held Toshali National Cra�s 

Pooja Bajaj

Shreshta Veergandham
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To solve the puzzle, all 
the blank cells must be 

from 1 to 9. Each number 
can appear once in each 
row, column and in the 
nine 3x3 blocks. You can 
successfully solve the 
puzzle just by using logic 
and the process of elimi
nation.  

HOW TO SOLVE :
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HOROSCOPE
�is is a moment of truth for really taking action on those important 
lessons that put you through your paces in 2020. From here, it will be 
far easier to stand up for what you want, what you believe in, and 
what you actually feel most driven toward accomplishing on a daily 
basis. Hard work in the starting of the year will show results by the 

end of the year. 
Lucky Colour - Red, White and Yellow

Lucky month - February, April, July and October
Lucky Number - 9, 6, 24, 33, 36

�is year, especially once the second half starts, you should have 
a better handle on what your �nancial security looks like, and in 
turn, will be equipped to make decisions around money. Do any 
work only a�er testing. Additional e�orts may be required to 
reconcile the family. Your understanding of things will increase 
this year.
Lucky Colour - Orange, White, Blue
Lucky month - February, April, June and October
Lucky Number - 5, 6, 9.

�is will also be the perfect time to pick up a new hobby or area 
of study, so consider enrolling in an online class or beginning a 
new project. �is will be your year to shine, and it would be a 
shame to let self-doubt muck things up for you. Don't be afraid 
of asserting yourself and putting extra e�ort behind developing 
friendships with your colleagues. �is year will be tough in 
terms of education.
Lucky Colour - White, Red, Orange
Lucky month - March, May, July and November
Lucky Number - 1, 4, 2, 7, 22

�is would be the perfect time to begin college courses or 
pursue some form of higher learning (even through a solitary 
hobby). 2021 is sure to bring you a big dose of personal 
evolution and perhaps even brilliance, though this may not 
always come about in a gentle way. �ere will be innovation in 
love a�airs. �ere will be a sense of doing something special for 
your loved ones.
Lucky Colour - Yellow, Orange, Green
Lucky month - February, April, July and October
Lucky Number - 5, 3, 8, 6, 12, 33

Success is bound to come your way, but your heart and mind 
need to be replenished just like everyone else's. For employed 
people, there are indications of a qualitative increase in 
rank-reputation. �e success percentage will be better in the 
latter half. Year 2021 will be moderate in love a�airs. Marriage 
will be on the cards.
Lucky Colour - Black, Purple, Brown
Lucky month - January, May, August and December
Lucky Number - 6, 5, 8, 23, 35

It's likely you'll be a bit burnt out from the holiday season, and 
will be looking for strategies to reinvest in yourself and evolve. 
Remember that every heartbreak comes with a story that shapes 
you, every mistake paves the road toward perseverance, and 
those lessons will never stop coming. Employed people should 
strongly emphasize on keeping their position.
Lucky Colour - Blue, Purple
Lucky month - February, April, June and October
Lucky Number - 3, 9, 7, 12, 16, 18

You are going to be very strong �nancially this year, you will also 
get full support of luck. You will get good results in your career. 
You will de�nitely get success in business. �e percentage of 
success will remain better due to the predominance of luck. Old 
cases will remain in favour. Relationships will improve. 
Investments will be strengthened. In matters of love, patience 
and faith will need to be maintained this year.
Lucky Colour - Orange, Yellow
Lucky month - March, May, July and November
Lucky Number - 3, 7, 12, 34

You've been going through some fabulous changes for so long that 
now is your time to absolutely shine and live your best life. Plenty of 
dynamic events will in�uence you on all levels of personal life, love, 
and career wins. �ere will be unexpected opportunities for people 
in the service sector and jobs. Be patient and wait for the right oppor-

tunities.
Lucky Colour - Pink, White, Green

Lucky month - January, March, May and September
Lucky Number - 5, 6, 32, 33, 41

You're diving and trekking into areas of life that will focus you on 
your own intellectual needs. You may feel and be more independent 
than others around you, expecting proper boundaries in all relation-
ships. Property building matters will take pace. Leadership will 

increase. Private life will be comfortable.
Lucky Colour - White and Yellow, Cream, Red

Lucky month - March, June, July and November
Lucky Number - 2, 9.

Challenges will redirect you, and any relationships that fade will push 
you to understand what kinds of unions actually ful�l you and what 
kinds are just holding you back. Instead, it will feel like an obstacle 
course with a glorious, golden trophy at the end. People associated 
with governance may have to struggle a bit. Avoid important 

confrontation with the o�cer class. 
Lucky Colour - Red, Orange

Lucky month - February, April, August and December
Lucky Number - 1, 5, 9, 10, 32.

While work, career, and continuous ascension toward your 
ambitions will likely take the main focus of your year, signi�cant 
attention will be directed toward physical health and family relations. 
Prioritizing your personal health and making time for pleasure will 
be immensely important to prevent yourself from becoming 

consumed by the many responsibilities and tasks on the job.
Lucky Colour - Blue, Green, White, Light Yellow

Lucky month - February, May, August and December
Lucky Number - 5, 6.

�ere will be plenty of sudden and fated events directly a�ecting you 
in a positive way. You might be the centre of attention as others look 
to you for words of encouragement through some magically fantastic 
events that directly involve your wonderful self! �ere is nothing you 

can't do or accomplish.
Lucky Colour - Green and Yellow

Lucky month - February, April, June
Lucky Number - 5, 6.

Pisces: February 19–March 20

Aquarius: January 20–February 18

Capricorn: December 22–January 19

Sagittarius: November 22–December 21

 Scorpio: October 24–November 21

Libra: September 23–October 23

Virgo: August 23–September 22

Leo: July 23–August 22

Cancer: June 22–July 22

Gemini: May 21–June 21

Taurus: April 20–May 20

Aries: March 21–April 19
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KERC APPROVES 40 PAISA HIKE PER UNIT: 
ELECTRICITY BILLS TO RISE MONTHLY 

resulted due to the undecided 
settlement of Karnataka Power 
Transmission Corporation Lim-
ited (KPTCL) appeal before the 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity 
(ATE) against KERC order and 

  

the code of conduct for by polls to 
RR Nagar and Sira assembly seats.
 However the KERC has ap-
proved uniform increase across 
all ESCOMS in Hukkeri, there is 

-

crease in energy charge ranges 
from 20 to 25 paisa per unit across 
all categories except for Banga-
lore Metro, Battery Charging 
Station for electric vehicles, be-
sides an increase of 50 paisa per 
unit for temporary installations.

more than 11k defaulters

    angalore  : Bruhat      Bengaluru
       Mahanagara Palike( BBMP) 
has found a handy way to deal 
with violators of COVID-19 
protocols;
 over the past week, it has 

11,624 individuals and has 
collected Rs. 5.2 lakh worth 

especially, have been said to be 
standing tall in terms of cas-
es booked for violation of the 

protocols ranging from fail-
ure to abide by the rule of so-
cial distancing to negligence of 
the use of face masks amongst 

reduced by Rs. 250, sever-

in the number of violations. 
-

tion of Bengaluru's stance on 
COVID-19 which has the po-

the situation of the pandemic 
in the crucial months ahead.

Metro line construction: Af-
fected families to get reha-
bilitation

angalore: Bangalore Metro  R-
ail   Corporation    Limited

(BMRCL) is set to displace 
about 100 families in Lak-
kasandra slum as the area has 
been said to be marked for 
metro line projects. Estimates 
reveal that the corporation will 
spend Rs.4.5 lakhs per fami-

them to Kudlu. Namma Met-
ro is embarking on an under-
ground project of construct-
ing a tunnel under Phase Two 

from Dairy Circle to Nagawara.  

claimed to be resident in this 
area, reports from surveys 
conducted by experts reveal 
that only 101 families are eli-
gible for rehabilitation. For the 
past one year, BMRCL is said 
to have been struggling to ac-
quire approximately 5 acres 
at Lakkasandra where people 

which are currently under the 
government’s control.


