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a new year is not that we should have a new year but a new soul as well. �ough the 
year 2020 started with high hopes and expectations, as a matter of fact, it was a tough 
year for everyone, not only in India, but the entire continent of Asia and the world as 
a whole. �e year will forever be remembered for the outbreak of the global pandem-
ic, the nationwide lockdown, the global economic meltdown occasioned by the 
pandemic, restriction of movements among various other experiences during the 
year. As the year 2021 dawns, hopes are renewed and there is a wide range of antici-
pation that the year has come with goodies and will be better than the yesteryear, but 
it should also be borne in mind that the year will be what we make it as individuals. 
�e year has presented 365 new pages. It is however essential to understand that the 
outcome depends on what we as individuals are able to make out with the new pages 

that is handed over to us. 
Hence, the onus lies on us as individuals 
to make the best use of the year and 
never use whatever the challenge(s) 
encountered in the year as an excuse for 
mediocrity as the fact remains that 2021 
comes with its own di�culties. As this 
write up comes to a close, I end with this 
quote from Martin Luther King Jr. “If 
you can't �y, run, if you can't run, walk, if 
you can't walk, then crawl, but whatever 
you do, you have to keep moving.” So this 
year, you must just keep moving.
Once again, HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

a new beginning, especially when 
previous circumstances bring 
about happenings and experi-
ences that seem to be unfavor-
able, at this point, all and sundry 
wishes to have a quick turn 
around and start on a fresh note. 
�is is captured in the above 
quote from Mehmet Murat Ildan, 
on the ability to have a new 
beginning as well as  to have a 
new soul just as the objective of 

“T  taken o�! �ings haven’t happened as yet... but remember that you are blessed with 
the ability to reshape your life!” - Mehmet Murat Ildan. �e joy of everyone is to experience

THE DAWN OF THE NEW YEAR

INDIAN 
GOVERNMENT 
APPROVES 
VACCINE 
DISTRIBUTION 

Tthan a year now. Doctors and Scientists across the 
globe have been put to task since then, to develop an 
e�ective vaccine to �ght the virus which has already 
taken millions of lives. India is a densely populated 
country and despite the maximum e�orts showcased 
by the government and people, Covid-19 has man-
aged to spread across the country. �e only way to put 
an end to the global pandemic is through vaccine 
distribution. India sees a ray of hope as she is ready to 
undertake an immunization program. �e Union 
Health Ministry has already laid out a blueprint for 
coronavirus vaccine distribution for a country bear-
ing more than 1 billion people. �e two vaccines 
approved by the Drugs Controller General of India 
(DCGI) are, Oxford-Astra Zeneca and Bharat 
Biotech’s Covaxin 

THE BEST 
TIME FOR 
NEW 
BEGINNINGS 
IS NOW.
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he New Year is a painting not yet painted; a path not yet stepped on; a wing not yet

he world has been battling coronavirus for more 

FARMERS 
PROTEST

CHINA’S DEFENCE 
LAW AMENDED



ISupreme Court bench consist-
ing of Justices AM Khanwilkar, 
Dinesh Maheshwari and Sanjiv 
Khanna upheld the environmen-
tal clearance and noti�cation for 
change in land use for the Cen-
tral Vista Project. Justice Khanna 
was the minority in regards to 
this ruling. �e multi-crore Cen-
tral Vista re-development project 
was announced in September 
2019 and proposes to build a new 
triangular Parliament which is 
three times bigger than the exist-
ing 93-year-old heritage building 
with a seating capacity of 900 to 

1,200 MPs. �e plan also modi-
�es the use of 86.1 acres of land 
in Lutyens’s Delhi, which houses 
some of the landmark structures 
of the Indian government, 
including Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
India Gate, the North and South 
Blocks, etc. �e Ministry of 
Housing and Urban A�airs looks 
to �nish the construction of the 
“Prime Minister’s dream project” 
by August 2022 when the coun-
try will be celebrating its 75th 
Independence Day. A petition 
was �led in the apex Court in 
April last year challenging the 
Centre’s change-of-land-use 

noti�cation of March 2020 with 
regard to the 86 acres of land. 
�e petition �led by Rajeev Suri, 
submitted that the order violated 
the citizen’s Right to Life guaran-
teed under Article 21 by depriv-
ing people of open and green 
spaces. �e petition also argued 
that the noti�cation violated the 
Master Plan of Delhi 2021, and 
that the Centre’s noti�cation 
sought to override an earlier 
(December 2019) notice issued 
by the Delhi Development 
Authority inviting objections 
against the proposed changes in 
land use, which was itself under 

challenge in the top court at the 
time. �is isn't the �rst time that 
the Central Vista Project has 
come under criticism. Earlier, 
Congress MP Rajeev Satav had 
said that the Centre could have 
easily pushed the project four to 
�ve years ahead. Later, 69 former 
bureaucrats have also written an 
open letter to Prime Minister 
NarendraModi, drawing atten-
tion towards the illegalities 
involved in taking the project 
forward and the huge �nancial 
drain it would entail amidst a 
pandemic.

T passengers and workers at the 
airport has �nally come to a huge 
relief. �e much-awaited train 
services have �nally commenced 
on the 4th of January 2021, from 
various parts of the city to the 
Kempegowda International 
Airport. �e �rst train departed 
from the station at 4:45 a.m. and 
arrived at the KIA around 6 a.m. 
�e SWR is now operating �ve 
di�erent pairs of trains from 
Yelahanka to the KIA. Among the 
passengers who travelled in the 

�rst train during the inauguration 
were rail activists, senior o�cials 
of the station, P. C. Mohan, and 
the security sta�. 
Train services for the city airport 
have been demanded for more 
than a decade by the citizens and 
employees for key reasons such as 
distance, safety, speed, and cost. 
�e Railways and the BIAL 
provided the new halt station near 
the airport with their �nest infra-
structure to provide services and 
bene�t the travelers. �e halt 
station set up has several ameni-

ties for the passengers that include 
a ticket counter, toilets, co�ee 
shop, security system, and others. 
Passenger Information System 
displaying �ight departure has 
been displayed at the station. �e 
BIAL has also built a road to the 
halt station and a shuttle bus 
service has been started o� to help 
the local passengers travel across. 
“Train services are an economical 
option, cost-e�ective and also save 
a lot of time which are very safe for 
the passengers too,” says an 
employee of the KIA airport. 

�e SWR sold nearly 34 tickets for 
the �rst trip. �e newly construct-
ed station is 230 meters long and is 
situated on the north-west corner 
of the airport. A free shuttle bus 
service has been provided from 
the halt station to the terminal 
area for the convenience of the 
passengers and the distance 
between the two stops can be 
covered in 10 minutes. �e fare 
ranges from ₹10 to ₹15 which is 
much more a�ordable than the 
taxi fare of ₹700 to ₹1000 and the 
₹240 to ₹300 bus fares.

The Supreme Court approves the Controversial Central 
Vista Project 

Train Services from City to KIA Initiated
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KERC APPROVES 40 PAISA HIKE PER UNIT: 
ELECTRICITY BILLS TO RISE MONTHLY 

resulted due to the undecided 
settlement of Karnataka Power 
Transmission Corporation Lim-
ited (KPTCL) appeal before the 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity 
(ATE) against KERC order and 

  

the code of conduct for by polls to 
RR Nagar and Sira assembly seats.
 However the KERC has ap-
proved uniform increase across 
all ESCOMS in Hukkeri, there is 

-

crease in energy charge ranges 
from 20 to 25 paisa per unit across 
all categories except for Banga-
lore Metro, Battery Charging 
Station for electric vehicles, be-
sides an increase of 50 paisa per 
unit for temporary installations.

more than 11k defaulters

    angalore  : Bruhat      Bengaluru
       Mahanagara Palike( BBMP) 
has found a handy way to deal 
with violators of COVID-19 
protocols;
 over the past week, it has 

11,624 individuals and has 
collected Rs. 5.2 lakh worth 

especially, have been said to be 
standing tall in terms of cas-
es booked for violation of the 

protocols ranging from fail-
ure to abide by the rule of so-
cial distancing to negligence of 
the use of face masks amongst 

reduced by Rs. 250, sever-

in the number of violations. 
-

tion of Bengaluru's stance on 
COVID-19 which has the po-

the situation of the pandemic 
in the crucial months ahead.

Metro line construction: Af-
fected families to get reha-
bilitation

angalore: Bangalore Metro  R-
ail   Corporation    Limited

(BMRCL) is set to displace 
about 100 families in Lak-
kasandra slum as the area has 
been said to be marked for 
metro line projects. Estimates 
reveal that the corporation will 
spend Rs.4.5 lakhs per fami-

them to Kudlu. Namma Met-
ro is embarking on an under-
ground project of construct-
ing a tunnel under Phase Two 

from Dairy Circle to Nagawara.  

claimed to be resident in this 
area, reports from surveys 
conducted by experts reveal 
that only 101 families are eli-
gible for rehabilitation. For the 
past one year, BMRCL is said 
to have been struggling to ac-
quire approximately 5 acres 
at Lakkasandra where people 

which are currently under the 
government’s control.

Pooja Chandak and Khushi MP

Tina Agarwal

he train service for the city 

n a 2-1 majority verdict, a



Oing of thousands of protesting farmers at Delhi borders could lead to the same prob-
lem that arose due to the Tabligli Jamaat congregation in the month of March last year amid 
the Covid 19 Pandemic. Chief Justice of India, Sharad A Bodge heading a three-judge 
Bench, addressed Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, for the Centre and asked "You must tell 
us what is happening?” while quoting the ongoing farmers' protest at Delhi's borders. �e 
bench including S.A Bodbe, V.Ramas and Justice A.S Bopanna further questioned whether 
the protesting farmers are taking precautionary measures to contain the spread of coronavi-
rus.In response to the questions, the Solicitor General replied in negative. �e top court 
said that the situation could potentially become like Tablighi meet. �e apex court was 
hearing a plea seeking various reliefs including a CBI probe into the matters related to the 
assembly of people at the Anand Vihar Bus Terminal and the Tablighi Jamaat congregation 
at the Nizammudin Markaz amidst the pandemic. Both incidents are known to have 
happened in the march last year, the same month which saw a complete lockdown being put 
in place to prevent the spread of the infection.

�e Supreme Court has asked the Centre to �le a report on the steps that are being taken so 
far to contain the spread of Covid 19, while hearing a plea �led by Supriya Pandita through 
advocate, Omprakash Parihar. �e plea, �led by the lawyer Supriya Pandita alleged that 
Delhi police had failed to control the congregation of people and the Tablighi Jamaat chief 
Maulana Saad was still evading arrest. �e International Muslim missionary group that had 
been charged with aggravating the health emergency in India which also gave a rise to the 
Islamophobic propaganda. It is now the matter of concern if precautions are not being 
taken seriously against the spread of Covid 19 pandemic. �e bench concluded by telling 
the Centre to ensure guidelines are strictly followed and that Covid 19 does not spread.
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conducted by experts reveal 
that only 101 families are eli-
gible for rehabilitation. For the 
past one year, BMRCL is said 
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quire approximately 5 acres 
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which are currently under the 
government’s control.

THE FARMERS PROTEST CAN LEAD TO THE 
SAME PROBLEM AS TABLIGHI JAMAAT 
SAYS, THE SUPREME COURT TO THE 
CENTRE
P V Vyshnavi

n 7th January 2021, the Supreme Court expressed its concern on whether the gather



T galuru is all set to be completed by May end and operational 
from June 2021. �e project which is under construction since 
2015 was to be completed by 2017, but was delayed due to public 
protests for not utilizing the land, kept in the memory of free-
dom �ghters. Special permissions were required for carrying out 
work at the site for new construction. 
Post the High Court orders of limiting the construction only to 
ground-minus-four basement �oors, the work has been expedit-
ed. However, with the increasing demand for large-scale parking 
facilities, the BBMP’s decision to provide the requested service is 
soon to be ful�lled. Constructed with an expenditure of Rs 78 
crores, the hourly paid parking facility will accommodate 
around 550 four-wheelers and 500 two-wheelers.

MLCP at Bengaluru to 
be made ready by May  

CHINA’S DEFENCE LAW AMENDED TO 
STRENGTHEN MILITARY
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C increase the power of the Central Military Commission 
(CMC) from January 1st, 2021. �e amended law aims at 
mobilizing civilian and military resources in support of the 
‘national interest’, both at home and the global stage. Initially 
passed on December 26th 2020, by the National People’s Con-
gress, the move led to the removal of three articles, amendment 
of ��y articles and an addition of six articles.

�is move considerably weakens the power of the State Coun-
cil, since the military policy formulation was previously a task 
of the Council. According to the South China Morning Post, 
‘development interests’ and ‘disruption’ have been roped into 
the legislation as the premises for deployment and mobiliza-
tion of the army.

In addition to this, the legislation also focuses on the necessity 
of a nationwide coordination mechanism. For decades, the 
Chinese Government has asserted authority over Taiwan. In 
spite of the fact that Taiwan is not recognised by the UN, its 

Nitika K

Abhiruchi Rout 

hina’s National Defence Law has been amended, to

he Multi-level Car Parking (MLCP) at Freedom Park, Ben



SSam Cla�in and Helena Bonham Carter in the lead roles, this 
movie was based on a young adult novel series by Nancy Spring-
er. Enola Holmes is a tale of a young girl who is Sherlock 
Holmes' sister solving mysteries and making a place for her in 
the society.�e plot of the movie is set in 1884 Victorian 
England which is on the brink of a new era due to an important 
vote in the House of Lords, also leading to the expansion of the 
Su�ragette Movement. �e movie focuses on Enola Holmes on 
her journey to becoming a teenage detective and �nding her 
mother, while also crossing paths with a runaway Lord Viscount 
Tewksbury and solving a mystery faster than her brother Sher-
lock Holmes.

�e �lms central plot is the �ght for female liberation in a patri-
archal society that is intolerant towards change, another phrase 
that the �lm constantly stresses on is “Our Future is up to us”. 
�is core idea is relatable up to this day, as it is up to us to choose 
our own paths in the future and shouldn't let anyone else decide 
for us. �e �lm Enola Holmes as a whole is mostly a light, fami-
ly-friendly adventure with pressing issues which you can't help 
but re�ect on. �e movie is fast paced, clever and entertaining 
due to the impeccable performance given by the cast.

Wnovel which is set during the Napoleonic War; it revolves 
around the lives of four sisters, and more so on Elizabeth Ben-
nett, a class apart from the timid women of her time. She is 
inquisitive, independent, and barely cares about what her 
snooty, potential love interest Mr. Darcy thinks about her. 
Austen has intricately woven the characters of typical, 
upper-class Mr. and Mrs. Bennett too; the tale is unique consid-
ering that most books in 19th century England were written by 
men. For that matter, most women, too afraid of society’s 
ridicule of their choices, would write with pseudonyms. 

Austen gently weaves a rather intricate plot as she brings the 
characters together; Elizabeth’s father is a highly respected mid-
dle-class Englishman, but he does not really command the 
respect of the reader. Elizabeth’s mother on the other hand, is a 
typical middle-aged woman of her time, eager to get her daugh-
ters married o� into riches. Elizabeth’s sister Jane and Darcy’s 
friend Bingley seem to �t the stereotype of the ideal couple of 
the time. But truly, what really piques the mind of readers is the 
irony and satire with which Austen portrays the English society. 
�e double standards, expectations, social roles, morals, and 
other elements of the 19th century are perfectly handed on a 
platter to the 21st century readers. Elizabeth’s sisters believe that 
the only way to live the ideal, perfect ‘aristocratic English’ 
dream is to marry rich men who can provide for them. 

Elizabeth’s sisters are not as inquisitive and intelligently gi�ed 
as she is; they are typical young girls in their own worlds of 
‘looking attractive’ and laughing and dancing with men in 
ballrooms. Elizabeth, on the other hand, seethes with rage 
when she receives a letter from Darcy; her initial hate of his 
‘sel�sh attitude’ itself is a progressive thought for a woman of 
her time. A�er all, ‘choice’ was not a woman’s �rst thought in 
19th century England. But what is so astonishing for a reader is 
that ‘choice’ is absent for a woman in many parts of the world 
today; it is books like these that tap the minds of the 21st centu-
ry audience. 
Jane Austen has, in her own way, paved the way for women in 
the generations a�er her to express themselves freely just like 
Elizabeth Bennett. And for that, we are profoundly grateful.

ENOLA HOLMES 

PRIDE 
AND 

PREJUDICE: 

Nitika Krishna

Ayesha Fathima 
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B O O K
REVIEW

tarring Millie Bobby Brown, Louis Partridge, Henry Cavil, 

ritten by Jane Austen in 1813, Pride and Prejudice is a
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